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Abstract

The Mediating Effect of Covert Narcissism on
parental child-rearing attitudes and College
Students' Career Indecision

Hong, na-young
Department of Psychology
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of parental
child-rearing attitudes on career indecision and to find out whether
covert narcissism plays a role as a mediator in the relationship
between parental child-rearing attitudes and career indecision. 332
university students completed a questionnaire which was comprised
with Korean Career Indecision Inventory, Cover Narcissism Scale,

Parental Child-rearing Attitude Scale.

The results were as follows.

First, the students’ parental child-rearing attitude was found to have
negative relationship with their career indecision. These results
suggest that university students’ parental child-rearing attitude
influences their career indecision and that as the students were

perceived positive (affection, self-regulation, accomplishment, and



reasonability), they have less career indecision.

Second, the students’ parental child-rearing attitude was found to
have negative relationship with their covert narcissism. This means
that as the students were perceived positive (affection, self-regulation,

accomplishment, and reasonability), they have less covert narcissism.

Third, the students’ covert narcissism was found to have a
significant positive relation with their career indecision. This means
that as the level of covert narcissism goes up, their level of career

indecision also rises.

Fourth, the reasonable parental rearing attitude was found to have
a significant negative relation with their covert narcissism, career
indecision. This means that as university students were perceived
reasonable, their level of covert narcissism and career indecision was

low.

Fifth, an examination was made to see whether covert narcissism
served as a mediator variable in the relationship between parental
child-rearing attitude and university student’s career indecision.
Covert narcissism 1s considered to partly mediate the effect of
parental child-rearing attitude on career indecision. In conclusion,
parental child-rearing attitude influenced the university students’

career indecision, covert narcissism served as a mediator.

Finally, the significance and limitation of this study and suggestion

for future studies were also discussed.



* Key words : career, career counseling, career indecision, parental

rearing attitude, cover narcissism.
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