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Abstract

The relationships among the sexually abused
college students, their mental health, and

forgiveness for the sexual offenders.

Hyun-Ah Kim
Department of Psychology
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study was to find out the characteristics of
sexually abused college students, to explore the relationship between
the mental health and sexual abuse, and to investigate how forgiveness

would affect the improvement of negative effect of sexual abuse.
The results of the study was as follows:
First, ninety seven students out of the four hundred sixty three

participants(21%) were identified to experience some forms of sexual

abuses, including twenty male(8.7%), and seventy seven female



students(33%).

Second, the sexually abused people suffered more mental problems

than the non-sexual abuse group based on SCL-90.

Third, the sexually abused people who reported forgiveness for the
offenders showed better mental health than the non-forgivers. This
result would be valuable for the treatment of sexually abused victims
because forgiveness of the perpetrators for the treatment of sexually

abused victims was avoided.

The limitations and further suggestions based on this study were

suggested.
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