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ABSTRACT

A Study of Beauty Icon in Mass Culture

-focused on Beauty Icon of Korea in 2000

Kang Youn Jin
Major in Make-up. Stylist,
Graduate School of Art and Design

Sungshin Women’s University

With pluralistic media and cultural contents overflooded, the public
experiences psychological confusion and hardships in adujsting themsel
ves to this trend. It is asked for the public to be qualified with better
insights and knowledge with this overflow of cultural contents. With t
his social phenomenon, it is demanded to have better judgement about
'Beauty icons’, so—called 'the essence of pop culture’ to avoid produci
ng inferior outcomes.

First chapter as introduction explains meaning and purpose of thesis
and decide meaning of term and definition for 'beauty icon’ and analyze
d by new approach to term. As meaning and purpose of this thesis cla
rify how beauty icon can make certain relationship with economy activi
ty and why popular must possess knowledge for research object.

Chapter two ,theoretical background is described about correct lexical



meaning and theoretical background for first section. Primary meaning o
f term drew through cyclopedia and literature and secondary meaning b
vy period drew by investigator’'s synthetic judgment and conclusion.

Second section is presented about star marketing and specific exampl
e that becomes theoretical concept research and central background of o
ccurrence about entrance on beauty icon. Various kinds of specific exa
mples help correct comprehension and understanding for beauty icon. Ca
ses of this thesis are presented to improve popular’'s comprehensive und
erstanding and limited to internal beauty icon that has little more direct
relations. Research for foreign beauty icon was excepted. case study. int
ernet news, article and documents used important parts of information fo
r this thesis.

Chapter three describe shortly about theoretical definition of mass—cul
ture to help initial knowledge about mass—culture which has direct inte
rrelationship about research object through specific cases, this thesis in
vestigate how beauty icon is influenced to mass—culture through indirec
t or direct. beauty icon classified by total 5 according to concept. Total
five concept styles of beauty icon that sorted by researcher are Natural
Style, Cute Style, Elegance Style, Sexy Style, Mannish Style, and beaut
vy icon corresponded to concept focused on CF star, a popular singer, p
erson of talent as the central figure who received present from 1990 to
2007. For more profound analysis, Researcher presents examples o
f Beauty Icon which appears on drama or CF and researcher are dir
ectly involved in working process of these image makings.

Chapter four about value beauty icon of culture-industrial vision expl



ains how this research can predict to future as well as past and curre
nt of culture. Beauty icon gets into standard that can compose contents
of mass—culture according to current situation and actuality. Popular can
take bring activation of culture contents industry as well as activation o
f mass—culture by beauty icon that receive and evaluate by value as dat
abase of mass—culture information.

In conclusion, researching beauty icon not only helps in understand
ing the current status of cultural industry but also enables to expect a
nd prospect the future where beauty icon sheds very important light o

n providing 'the vision’.
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