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ABSTRACT

Parallel performance Lesson Methodology using

Danso and Gayageum for 7th graders

mi-jin, Park
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung Shin Woman's University

The purpose of this research is to suggest a parallel performance
teaching methodology using the danso and gayageum. It seeks to
provide an opportunity for students to access various types of Korean
traditional music and to feel an increased interest in our music.

To play a tune with the danso and gayageum, and especially to do
a parallel performance of the two instruments, first and foremost, one
must have an understanding of parallel performance and basic
knowledge of the individual characteristics of the instruments involved.
Thus, based on the 7thEducational Curriculum Revision, the lessons
are organized to fit the competence of middle school students and
provide gradual progress through a variety of learning activities. The

course 1s divided into three stages. The first stage instills a basic



understanding of parallel performance,the danso and gayageum. The
second stage improves on the knowledge gained in the first stage to
play more advanced styles in parallel performance. In the third stage,
students perform topical pieceson stage and get evaluated. Depending
on the pieces’ difficulty and the lessons, the course can be spread
over continuous nine stages. Lesson plan details are as follows.

The basic level teaches various performance types in the Korean
traditional music, including parallel performance, special characteristics
and sounds of the danso and gayageum, correct postures in playing
the danso and gayageum, breathing methods while playing the danso,
fingering methods, use of the index finger on the gayageum, and
learning the names of the gayageum strings, etc.

In the next progressive level, students practice listening to the other
player and harmoniously accompany him/her in parallel performance of
the piece "Dukubi”, to think of an appropriate tone and volume for the
piece "nuyung nayung” and play this piece in parallel performance in
the "semachi” cadence. Students also learn to do a parallel
performance of "Arirang” and bring out the special features particular
to the songs of Gyunggi province. In a learning activity, students are
encouraged to express the sentiments they get from parallel
performance through drawing and look for instruments that will make
a good match for parallel performance.

In the third and advanced level, students will play the rhythms of

"taryung”in parallel performance and play ”“Sandokebi” in a merry,



upbeatparallel performance. At this level, students will be encouraged
to stage a small concert to both perform on stage and evaluate other
students’ performances. They willalso improvise melodies to the lyrics
of "Sandokebi.” For an activity, students will be encouraged to
appreciate and join in their peers’ performances.

The lesson plans took account of the 7th Educational Curriculum
Revision and textbooks on danso and gayageum. The chapters were
arranged accordingly. Folk songs such as Nuyung Nayung, Arirang,
Dukubi, Sandokebi, and Taryung were arranged to fit the students’
level and to broaden theirtaste in the Korean traditional music in the
areas of folk songs, traditional nursery rhymes, modern Korean
classical music, and classical music.

The lesson progression is as follows; mastering the danso —
mastering the gayageum —dividing the students into two groups —
parallel performance of the danso and gayageum -—change of the
instruments in parallel performance.

I hope this research contributes to promoting and vitalizing the
education of Korean traditional music and to increasing students’
interest and understanding of the Korean traditional music. I hope this
research serves as an opportunity to preserve and improve our

people’s musical traditions.
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