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ABSTRACT

Study of Secondary School Art Education in a Multicultural Society
-Based on Art Education of Traditional Art Heritage-

Kim, Soo Jeong
Master’s Degree Candidate in Fine Arts Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

In today’s modern society, the need for co-independency and cooperation
is increasing due to the development of transportation, information and
communication technology which i1s changing rapidly and globalizing,
creating a global village culture.

When we look at society today in Korea, it is no longer a homogeneous
society due to a daily influx of foreigners, but has changed into a
multicultural society with diverse races, ethnicities and cultures. Such a
rapidly changing situation and trends within Korean society are
vitalizing the interest in and discussion of multicultural education within
Korea. Accordingly, academic endeavors -- including a study on
multicultural education -- in the national educational curriculum are
gradually increasing.

As a part of such social efforts, the Korean government is carrying out
an educational policy that supports students from multicultural families
and encourages other students to respect and get along with them. One
way for multicultural education methods to effectively help Koreans
understand the country’s new diversity, the importance of art education
1s paramount. However, in reality the school environment, teaching and
learning support are not well suited for multicultural education.
Multicultural art education in middle and high school is especially
inadequate compared to elementary school.
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Multicultural education through traditional art heritage that reflects
cultural diversity helps students acquire knowledge of various art
cultures and understand humans from different cultural backgrounds.
Such a multicultural art education not only offers students the
comparative experience of art and culture but also gives confidence to
students who are cultural newcomers. This education plants cultural
identities in students so that they can expand their multicultural views.
For these reasons multicultural art education through traditional art
heritage should help students understand the difference between other
cultures and their own cultures that maintain their cultural identity, and
also recognize the value of both cultures and accept them without
conflict.

In response to these needs, the goals of this study are: to look into the
characteristics of multicultural art education and case studies in order to
study the Korean multicultural art education according to today’s
periodic demands and context and to recognize the problems of Korean
multicultural art education by looking into domestic and foreign cases of
traditional art culture education based on multicultural education so that
Koreans and foreigners can communicate with each other while teaching
the importance of traditional culture to middle school students who are
forming their own values and identity and instill in them traditional
aesthetic consciousness and ultimately suggest a teaching and learning
plan for multicultural art education through traditional art heritage in
order to show the direction of art education and the alternative plan.
This study will especially endeavor to explore a teaching and learning
plan of multicultural art education through traditional art heritage and
suggest an alternative plan.

As a result of this study, I hope that students become proud of their
traditional art heritage, set their own identity in this rapidly changing
culture, and become the foundation for creating a new culture.
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