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ABSTRACT

Exploration of Early Childhood Teachers working
at Multicultural Education Policy Schools

(Kindergartens)

Jo, Min ji
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education  of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to examine in-depth the experiences of
early childhood teachers at Multicultural Education Policy Schools
(Kindergartens) and to analyze the requirements for improving the
operation of the early childhood teachers working at Multicultural
Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens). This study aims to present basic
materials and strategies to effectively implement multicultural education
policies for effective multicultural education in general early childhood
education field as well as Multicultural Education Policy Schools

(Kindergartens).
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The research questions set for this research purpose are as follows.

1. What are the experiences of early childhood teachers at Multicultural
Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens)?
2. What are the requirements of early childhood teachers to improve the

operation of Multicultural Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens)?

In this study, in—depth interviews were conducted to 8 early childhood
teachers working at Multicultural Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens)
in Chungcheongnam-do from October 10, 2019 to February 28, 2020. A
total of 23 interviews were conducted 2-3 times for each subjects. With
in—-depth interview, recordings, interview transcripts, field notes, and
researcher journals were collected. The researcher repeatedly read the
collected data and analyzed the meaning by classifying and categorizing
the contents. In order to secure the validity of data analysis, triangulation
methods, advice from early childhood education experts, and insider

verification through research participants were conducted.

The main results of this study are as follows.

First, as a result of examining the experiences of the early childhood
teachers working at Multicultural Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens),
multicultural education through community linkages and family linkages
was actively implemented in Multicultural Education Policy Schools

(Kindergartens). The implementation of this education was possible by
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supporting the operating expenses of the metropolitan and provincial offices
of education for Multicultural Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens).
They also participated in various experiences to help children experience
multicultural education, such as visiting community organizations related to
multiculturalism and inviting multicultural experts and multicultural parents.
In addition, multicultural education at Multicultural Education Policy
Schools (Kindergartens) was covered throughout the whole curriculum.
Early childhood teachers of Multicultural Education Policy Schools
(Kindergartens) found important that education should be made to increase
children’s multicultural sensitivity in everyday education linked to the
Nuri—course. To this end, they planned to experience multicultural elements
in the curriculum of the year, or were implementing multicultural friendly
environment and play-oriented integrated language education. Early
childhood teachers discovered that through this education, children naturally
recognized and interacted with each other, such that their understanding of
multiculturalism increased and their perceptions changed. In addition, they
noted that multicultural education practice experience at Multicultural
Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens) provided an opportunity for them
to grow as a multicultural teacher. The teachers escaped themselves from
prejudice against multiculturalism through the practice of multicultural
education, and felt that they were transformed into competent teachers as

multicultural education practitioners.

Second, as a result of examining the requirements of early childhood

teachers to improve the operation of Multicultural Education Policy Schools
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(Kindergartens), the teachers revealed difficulties that Multicultural
Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens)’ policy projects did not reflect the
situation in the field. They said that there are some parts difficult to
accept in the field situation in the operation of Multicultural Education
Policy Schools (Kindergartens), such as individual language education for
multicultural children and support for family linkage, conducting
multicultural understanding education, and preparing an operation result
report. Thus, they expected improvements in terms of supporting individual
language education tailored to the language development level of
multicultural children, searching for various channels for multicultural
family linkage support, autonomous multicultural understanding education,
and the operation result report reflecting the field situation. In addition, the
teachers of Multicultural Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens) had
difficulties because parents of multicultural families had various
requirements. They expected supportive materials to be prepared to provide
tailored parent education to accommodate the requirements of parents of
multicultural families. In addition, the teachers mentioned that the capacity
of multicultural understanding education instructors should be strengthened,
and that the number of multicultural language development instructors was
smaller than the number of multicultural children, so it was necessary to
support human resources to meet the demand. Meanwhile, the teachers
pointed out that although they have remote-training and collective training
every vyear for multicultural education operation and multicultural
understanding, the field situation is not well reflected in the case of

remote—training. In addition, the early childhood teachers required
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systematic help in their work when in charge of multicultural education
since they had difficulties in progressing education due to the lack of
information. Therefore they hoped a multicultural education infrastructure
to be constructed that could reinforce multicultural education related
remote—training contents, support multicultural children at Multicultural
Education Policy Schools (Kindergartens), and help in implementing various

multicultural education.
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