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R?=.143, F=3.463**

R?=.248, F=6.040%**

0<.05, #p<.01, #p<001



<3 4-13 > IutA

= Lkl B B B B B B B B
s -.178 - 2305+ -.184 - 238 -.150 - 195%x -.134 - 174%x
ek -.152 -.093 -172 -.105 -.033 -.020 007 004
I wae -.026 -.016 .002 001 -.035 -.021 -.074 -.045
e 189 235 181 226%% 033 042 -018 -.022
A -.135 -.138 -.138 -.141 -.101 -.103 -.095 -.097
Bk -111 -.140 -.091 -.115 -.118 -.148
! e -.138 -.172 -014 -.018 001 001
m NEERE 608 598k 601 592
v Apo}A A 2t 126 143x

R%=.167, F=6.771%x

R2=.176, F=5.093++x

R2=.465, F=18.015%+*

R2=.481, F=16.966%++

0<.05, #p<.01, #p<001
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24 wel B B B B B B B B
s -0.096 -0.178% -0.102 -0.19+ -0.069 -0.128% -0.077 -0.144

e -1.42E-05 -0.012 -1.78E-05 -0.015 -7.03E-05 -0.058 -4.69E-05 -0.039

I watel -5.46E-05 -0.044 -3.59E-05 -0.029 4.96E-05 0.04 1.57E-05 0.013
ek 0.000 -0.085 0.000 -0.081 -7.77E-05 -0.022 -5.70E-05 -0.016

A 0.000 -0.041 0.000 -0.059 0.000 -0.046 0.000 -0.055

R -0.093 -0.169 -0.082 -0.149 -0.068 -0.123

! O3 -0.047 -0.084 0.047 0.083 0.039 0.07
m 218154 ) 0.398 0.566% 0.405 0.57 6%
v Aol A 7t 0.062 0.101
R®=.045, F=1.63 R®*=.057, F=1.46 R?=.346, F=11.088x*x R?=.354, F=10.146%x*

0<.05, #p<.01, #p<001
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Empowerment of Adolescents of Multicultural Families

—comparison between cases of multicultural and regular households—

Jun, Jong Mi
Departmet of Family Culture & Consumer Science
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Due to a rapid rise in international marriages, Korea is becoming a
multicultural society with an increasing number of its constituents
coming from diverse national and cultural backgrounds, which
requires that Korea make the necessary preparations In various
aspects. There i1s a need to pay attention to the children of
muticultural families recently entering the established educational
institution of Korea in large numbers and look closely at how those

children are adapting to their social environment.
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Based on the empowerment perspective, this study examines how
elements such as parental attitude, social support and self-identity
affect the empowerment of adolescents, by comparing the cases of
multicultural and regular families. Taking into consideration that
adolescents of multicultural families have different personal, social
and environmental characteristics, it tries to find out the differences
in such variables between the two cases and the causes for those

differences.

The subjects of the study are 174 adolescents from multicultural
households and 184 adolescents from regular households in a total of
358 from grade 4 to grade 6 in elementary school. Their places of
residence include Seoul, Gyeonggi Province, Chungcheong Province,
Gyeongsang Province and Jeju Province, and data were collected
with the help of local elementary schools, social welfare institutions
and multicultural family support centers.

As measurement tools, the parental attitude scale by Min Sun Park
(1999), the self-identity scale by Ah-Chung Park (2003) and the
social support scale used by Kyung Ran Kim (2006) were employed.
In addition, intrapersonal empowerment and interpersonal

empowerment from the adolescent empowerment scale developed by
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Hee-Sung Kim (2002b) were used. Analysis was conducted through
the statistical program SPSS 18.0.

The main results of the study are as follows.
First, after an examination of the general characteristics of
adolescents from multicultural and regular households, it was found
that the educational levels of the fathers were somewhat lower in
the case of adolescents from multicultural households, but the
educational levels of the mothers were similar in both cases. A
t-test showed the adolescents of multicultural families to get lower
marks at school than those of regular families, a difference which
turned out to be statistically significant. Another statistically
significant difference between the two groups was that the
adolescents from multicultural homes regarded their own economic
level to be lower than that of adolescents from regular homes. After
an examination of the general characteristics of the subjects, it was
found that the personal and environmental conditions of the
adolescents of multicultural families were relatively poor compared to
those of adolescents of regular families.

Second, the differences in parental attitude, social support, sel-
identity and empowerment between adolescents of multicultural

families and regular families were comparatively analyzed. Overall,
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the levels of social support, self-identity and empowerment of
adolescents from multicultural households were lower than those of
adolescents from regular households. It was found that compared to
adolescents of regular families, those of multicultural families
perceived the parental attitude of their parents to be more
authoritative and inconsistent.

Third, a hierarchical regression analysis was conducted on the
empowerment of adolescents of multicultural and regular families. As
a result, social support and self-identity were shown to be
statistically significant in the case of adolescents of multicultural
families. That is, the higher the social support and self-identity, the
higher the level of empowerment was among adolescents of
multicultural families. In contrast, in the case of adolescents of
regular families, their school grade level and social support were
found to be statistically significant. That is, the lower their grade
level and the higher the social support, the higher the level of
empowerment was among adolescents of regular families. In both
groups, social support was shown to have the greatest relative
influence on empowerment.

Fourth, a path analysis was conducted in order to find out the
mediating effect of self-identity on the empowerment of both groups

of adolescents. As a result, in the case of adolescents of
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multicultural families, self-identity was found to have a mediating
effect on empowerment in the sexual and maternal variants. As for
adolescents of regular families, self-identity was found to have
partial mediating effect on empowerment in the school grade level

variant.

Based on these findings, the implications of the study are as
follows.
First, after an examination of the elements affecting the
empowerment of adolescents from multicultural and regular
households, i1t was found that social support is the most influential
variant. The social support system consists of support from the
family, teachers and friends as well as material support, self-identity
support and emotional support. Ultimately, in order to reinforce the
empowerment of adolescents, it 1s necessary to think within those
specific sub—concepts. Raising the level of social support comes not
only through family efforts but also a change in the social awareness
and climate in which teachers, neighbors and friends help each other
out and lend support. In other words, there is an urgent need to find
a way to expand multicultural awareness education among regular

people so that a better awareness takes root in society.
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Second, it was found that parental attitude is a more influential
variant in adolescents of multicultural families as opposed to those of
regular families. Maternal attitude had a particularly direct influence
on the self-identity of adolescents from multicultural households and
is ultimately an empowerment factor. Therefore, there is a need to
develop and implement parental education and useful programs to
train the mothers in good parenting while their children are growing

up.
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