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ABSTRACT

A Sociological Study of Adult Education for Developing

Active Citizenship

— In the Contexts of Civic Society and Social Movements —

Jeon, Hyun—-Shim
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The aim of this study is to examine the relationships of
adult education, social change, civic society and social
movements as well as to review active citizenship as part of
promoting social change.

Above all, the writer intended to search for the rational
theoretical backgrounds of active citizenship adult education in
light of the importance of active citizenship concepts.

In order to achieve the aim of my study, problems for
the study are stated as follows:

1. The tradition of adult education considered to be of help
to promote social change.
2. The relationships of adult education with social change.

3. The relationships of adult education with civic society and



social movements (Which role adult education the civic
soclety seeks plays? Which character adult education in
social movements has?).

4. The concepts of active citizenship education, its
approaches, citizenship categories and so on (What does active
citizenship mean in light of the adult educational social

purpose?).

Findings of the study are as follows:

1. There are two functions of adult education economic and
social. It is imperative to achieve the social function of
adult education in order to create a better society through
fostering social consciousness.

2. There are two standpoints of discussions of adult
education. One i1s the standpoint which denies adult
education as one means of changing society and the other
is the standpoint which approves its potentiality of
changing society. Adult education and social change are
dialectically interrelated.

3. Radical scholars of adult education insist that civic society
can be put into reality through democratic social
movements and political struggle in oder to democratize
the society. They insist as well that the adult education
for active citizenship 1is absolutely needed for the

democratization of standstill society.



4. Active citizenship means the quality of being able to
participate for democratizing soclety. Adults can be

empowered through the education of active citizenship.

It is recommended that adult educations undertaken by
social-civic organizations for the social change put more
emphasis on forming active citizenship so that adults can

participate more actively in praxis to make society.
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