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ABSTRACT

A Study on Posthumanism in New Media Sculpture

- Focused on researcher’s works -

Xie Guofa
Department of Fine Arts
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This research aims to explore posthumanist ideas in the context of rapid technol
ogical advancements by incorporating new media technologies into sculpture art to
develop a new ‘“unity” artistic paradigm that involves collaborative creation betwee

¢

n technology and humans, expressing the concepts of “equality,” “symbiosis,” and
“coexistence” between humans and posthumans, humans and nature, and humans a

nd technology within the posthumanist movement.

With the rapid development of science and technology, human society is underg
oing profound transformations. These emerging technological media have not only
changed the way we access information and communicate but have also had a sig
nificant impact on our culture and social perspectives. Traditional humanist notions
are being questioned for their oversimplification and idealization. In this context, t
he posthumanist movement has gradually emerged as an important topic. In the pa
st, posthumanism was mainly divided into critical posthumanism and cultural posth
umanism, but in recent years, there have been diverse tendencies. Therefore, this r

esearch attempts to break through the established concepts and proposes the divers
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ity of ideas and to reflect on and criticize the privileged and independent entity o
f humans in relation to nature and the technological world, while advocating for t
he idea of “dehumanization.” The research explores the possibilities of posthumani

sm through artistic means.

In the field of art, artists can utilize new technological media for creation, focu
sing on and exploring the posthumanist movement, and discovering new modes of
expression and possibilities. This research combines the traditional Eastern philosop
hical concept of “unity of heaven and man” with the exploration of posthumanist
ideas in art. This research draws inspiration from this concept and expresses the p
osthumanist ideals of “symbiosis” and “coexistence” through artistic practices that i

nvolve the interaction, interplay, and coordination between technology and humans.

Throughout the history of technology and art, each technological advancement h
as brought about updates to the modes, mediums, and appearances of artistic creat
ion. From the mid-20th century to the present day, the continuous evolution of tec
hnology has led to three stages in media art: early media art, digital media art at
the turn of the century, and recent explorations utilizing artificial intelligence and
biotechnology in art. Although early media artists did not directly engage with the
concept of posthumans, their artistic works began to delve into the contemplation
of the relationship between technology and humans. Artists in the second and thir
d stages have shown concerns for posthumanist ideas in tandem with technological
developments. This research absorbs their spirit and highlights its own artistic posi

tioning and appearance by analyzing the works of these pioneering media artists.

This paper examines the researcher’s sculpture creations, which combine the res
earcher’s life experiences to delve into posthumanist ideas and explore the potentia
1 of sculpture as a medium. The researcher was born in the early 1980s during C
hina’s period of reform and opening up and have witnessed the rapid changes in
China. The researcher has personally experienced the transition from the analog er
a to the digital media era, which has made the researcher more sensitive to the a

dvantages and disadvantages of modern technological development. Therefore, the
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concepts and boundaries of sculpture are explored in sculpture using existing techn
ological media, and the sustainability of sculpture is explored in a rapidly changin
g medium. The exploration of sculpture with the use of new media and technolog
ical support has resulted in artistic approaches such as ‘“dematerialization”, “art bas
ed on the virtual and the real”, “art of dynamism”, “Art of Artificial Intelligence”
and other artistic approaches. Using these characteristics, the works express reverie

for the post-human world and reflect the spirit of post-humanism.

In conclusion, artists pay attention to the impact of technology on the future de
velopment of humanity and use the language of sculpture in their respective artisti
c fields to articulate the relationships between humans, technology, and nature. Bas
ed on posthumanist ideas and Eastern philosophical thinking, the concept of “equal
ity” and “coexistence” is proposed, aiming for a harmonious and stable future soci

ety.

Keywords: science, technology, posthumanism, symbiosis, coexistence, harmony,

new media, sculpture.
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