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ABSTRACT

A study of irregularly arranged ink-and-wash screens
through a nomadism perspective

- Focused on the Researcher’ s Artworks-

Jeon, Hyo Kyoung
Dept, of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Movement is a social phenomenon that cannot be excluded from human
history. On the surface, there are no individuals on this planet who do not
undergo actions such as physical relocation, the formation of identity as a
mental construct, or emotional independence from their guardians. For
humans, acts of movement or migration are inevitable as long as they
continue their lives. Every moment of movement is an act that is
inherently distant from the idea of settlement. Any act of leaving home
and heading elsewhere may be interpreted as a form of movement, since,
regardless of the type, we cannot live our lives in one place. But has
humanity ever truly experienced the feeling of settlement? If it has, is it
not only a temporary emotional state? Can the concept of perfect
settlement even be properly established?

This thesis explores the process behind artistic works related to the



experiences and emotions arising from constant movement, without the
sense of settlement. These works are considered in relation to the concept
of Nomadism, as proposed by Deleuze and Guattari in [A Thousand
Plateaus)] , providing an aesthetic foundation. In artistic thinking, nomadism
refers to works that are connected to physical movement through space.
Historically, it was also associated with a lifestyle in nature, in opposition
to civilization, like the nomadic ways of life in the past. In modern times,
nomadism in art refers to works that cross national boundaries and break
free from conventional forms of expression. Before analyzing the nomadic
tendencies in expression and form, [ focus on the techniques of expression
and chronological composition that allow for a more fundamental
experience of physical nomadism.

Rather than large-scale movements between countries or regions, the
creation of a new self emerges through the fusion of the “me of the
original region” and the “me of other regions.” This process refers not to
the modern concept of nomadism, but to the unstable and spontaneous self
that accompanies us in the intimate experience of “moving self® and
“ever-changing space.” This is distinct from the modern notion of a
nomadic mind, which has been the focus of much prior study.

The “shifting” identity created by a life of wandering, which has
continued since childhood, manifests in an irregular, fragmented artistic
expression. Due to the many experiences of movement, objects appear in
the work seemingly without planning, a process that aligns with the
concept of automatism. This is a key principle of surrealism, connected to

automatic drawing and the concept of a dephasing network. In this paper,



[ argue that the artist maintains a nomadic aesthetic, justifying the screen
compositions pursued.

Building on the “unsettled” emotions derived from prior research, I
explore a sense of lack, which manifests in a composition where various
elements—objects, landscapes, and living things—are randomly placed into a
large, indistinct space. This sense of deficiency is symbolized by creating a
certain pattern and filling the gaps, resulting in a screen where the
uniqueness of objects becomes unclear as they intertwine with randomly
chosen images. The chaotic composition merges traditional Eastern
elements with modern decorative motifs, creating a visual language that
evokes a sense of unfamiliarity and otherness.

The expressive style of the work reflects a combination of personal
experience and unrealistic imagination. The self, unable to settle after
numerous wanderings, creates an illusion of stability through dizzying,
promiscuous screens, embodying a method for settling amorphous emotions.
Through the realization of identity in this way, we can approach a deeper
understanding of how individuals discover their own meaning at the

intersection between wanderers and wandering.
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