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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Music Therapy Focused on Singing
on Pragmatic Ability and Communication for

Children with Intellectual Disability.

Yu, Eun—Hye
Department of Music Therapy
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to exam the effects of music therapy
focused on singing on pragmatic ability and communication for children
with intellectual disability. The subjects of this study were from 4th to
6the grad elementary school students in Inchon city and they were
assigned 5 into a experimental group and 5 into a control group. Music
therapy program was conducted twice a week from March 3. to April 26,
2016. It consisted of 14 sessions. The measure the effects of the
pragmatic ability assessment and communication assessment were utilized
before and after the experiment. With the results in the pre and post test,
the frequency, it was analyzed for Mann-whitney U verification, Ranked

ANCOVA, and Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed ranks by using SPSS 2.0.
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As the results above, it showed a meaningful difference between
pragmatic ability(F(1, 8)=11.09, p <.05 and the communication(F(1,
R)=11.99, p <.01), and the experimental group showed the increased
average with a meaningful difference(p <.05) statistically but the control
group did not show(p >.05). These results suggest that the music
therapy focused on singing can be an effective measurement for helping
the development of pragmatic ability and communication for children with

intellectual disabilities.
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