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Abstract

A Comparative Study on Elementary and Secondary
Pre-service Teacher’ s Training and Appointment

Between South and North Korea

Song, Kyong-Nang
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin University

South Korea and North Korea have gone in completely different
directions, economically and politically since the Korean War, and the
ideological differences have brought great gaps between the two
Koreas. Much effort will be needed to recover the homogeneity of
South and North Korea after reunification, and teachers will play
very important roles in the unified Korea, as teachers affect
students’ emotional development and educational achievement. In
other words, we need plans to integrate the two Koreas’ teachers
for the reunification of Korea.

This study aims to compare and analyze the similarities and

differences between elementary and secondary pre-service teacher’ s
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training and appointment in South and North Korea. Educational
ideologies, the current status of pre-service teacher training
institutes, entrance examinations, and curriculums, the awarding of
qualifications, and teacher recruitment were studied.

The differences are as follows: first, the two Koreas have different
educational ideologies; South Korea adheres to the humanitarianism
( “Hongik Ingan” ) 1ideals of education, whereas North Korea adheres
to their own ideology, Juche (self-reliance). Second, the two Koreas
have different institutional years and school management systems of
pre-service teacher training institutes. Elementary pre-service training
institutes in South Korea are 4-year colleges, whereas those in North
Korea are 3-year colleges. Secondary pre-service training institutes in
South Korea train teachers in various ways, whereas a few selective
secondary pre-service training institutes of North Korea trains
teachers. Third, teacher training courses in South Korea are
subdivided into different courses, whereas those in North Korea are
integrated into 2~3 subjects. Fourth, students of North Korea are
taught political education related to Kim I[l-sung and Kim Jung-il from
elementary school to the universities. Finally, newly qualified teachers
in South Korea have to pass the teacher employment examination,
whereas there is not a teacher employment examination in North
Korea, and students can find teaching jobs after graduation from
pre-service training institutes.

The similarities are as follows. First, both Koreas have entrance

examinations for their pre-service teacher training institutes. Second,

_77_



the graduates from pre-service teacher training institutes in both
Koreas can obtain a teacher’ s certificate.

In conclusion, this study suggests that pre-service teacher’ s
training and appointment between South and North Korea including
educational ideologies, curriculum of pre-service teacher training
institutes, re-education and qualification levels of South and North
Korean teachers should be considered and integrated to provide the

best educational systems for unification of South and North Korea.
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