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Comparisons and Analysis
of Middle School Mathematics Textbooks
in South and North Korea

- Focus on the Field of Functions -
Lee, Jung Min
Major in Mathematics Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Directed by Professor In Byung-Sik

ABSTRACT

analysis of courses and
prea and North Korea in
een them in preparation

This dissertation is inte
the contents of mathem3
an effort to discover simi
for the integration of Soutl!

In order to do this, I contraste —
learning contents shown in the of a grades 1,2,3 in the middle
schools of South Korea and of a grades 2,34 in the higher middle—schools
of North Korea. Also, I consulted the literature and mathematics textbooks
in South and North Korea, and analyzed the differences and similarities in
educational target, as well as the contents of the field of functions in the
middle school mathematics textbooks.

As a result of this analysis, we can see that in North Korea, even the
subject of mathematics is thought to have a relationship to ideology and is
different from South Korea in the aspect of the educational purpose of
mathematics, organization and contents of the mathematics course.

Also, when South Korea and North Korea translate the mathematical terms
into Korean, North Korea uses more Korean wording in mathematics and
South Korea uses more Chinese character terminology. In spite of these
differences, we can see the common fundamental learning contents and
system.

This paper 1s just a basic study to reconcile the homogeneity of
mathematics education in South Korea and North Korea. So further study
needs to be done on different and objective sides rather than comparing the
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mathematics textbooks by discovering the actual state of North Korea.
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