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ABSTRACT

Comparative Study about North and South Koreas
Depicted in Social Studies Textbooks

Cho, Hye—Jung
Department of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

South and North Korean students’ exposure to such biased contents on
one another during adolescence, a crucial period for forming knowledge
and perspectives, is not only an obstacle to the reunification of the two
countries, but could contribute to potential problems (e.g., second
division) after reunification as well. Therefore, the key challenge in social
studies going forward is for both South and North Korean students to
receive proper education and therefore form an objective and reasonable

perspective on the reunification.

The purpose of this study is to identify the relationship between of
North and South Korean high school-level social study text books
through a deep-dive comparison of the two evolutionary paths since the

late 20" century.



To achieve this objective, this study bases its argument on both
countries’ main social studies textbooks: South Korea's 6" and 7"
revised versions of social stadies textbooks: politics, economics, society
and culture, general social studies and North Korea’'s "Revolutionary
History Under the Great regime of Il Sung Kim" and "Revolutionary

History Under the Great regime of Jung Il Kim."

Recently the first evolutionary characteristic in the South Korean
textbooks is that it comes to describe North Korea with a more positive
note. The 6" revised edition has the most focus on politics (24.3%) and
still uses negative descriptive terms such as "closed" and "passive" when
describing North Korea's social structure. The 7" edition replaced all
political comments on North Korea with proposals on the required
preparation for reunification of the two countries (22.0%) and
hypothetical descriptions of the countries after unification (29.4%). This
change shows that South Korean textbooks depict North Korea as "one

nation" and take effort to prepare for the possibility of the reunification.

In contrast, the North Korean textbooks still depict South Korea
negatively using it as a propaganda instrument to promote North Korea’'s
political direction. North Korea’s 1999(1998) and 2003 editions had still
focused descriptions on politics and reunification; descriptions on South
Korean politics in 1999(1998) was 55.8% and still high at 48.4% even in
2003. The descriptive contents did not change much between these two
editions still, South Korea was depicted negatively as an obstacle to the

reunification along with the United States, and the government was



described as both "ineffective" and "passive", praising Il Sung Kim and

Jung II Kim and their regime in effect.

As mentioned above, South Korea’'s approach in describing North Korea
would be more effective in promoting and sustaining the notion of "one
nation" in case of the the reunification of the two countries than North
Korea. Nevertheless, South Korean textbooks do not sufficiently preempt
or prepare for potential problems post-reunification (e.g., clash of
different cultures, etc).Therefore, this study aim to provide a perspective

on how the South Korean social studies textbooks could move forward:

First, South Korean textbooks should acknowledge more diverse aspects
of North Korean society, including politics, economics, society and

culture, etc.

Second, instead of limiting focus the anticipation of post-reunification
problems, the textbooks should also provide a more balanced view with

positive descriptions on the potential future of the two countries.

Third, in addition to raising potential problems, the textbooks should
make recommendations on e.g., how South Korean students could

respond to receive North Koreans into their society post-reunification.
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