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ABSTRACT

A Study of Natural Images on the Grain of wood
In the case of my art work, "Secret Garden of My Mind."

Kim, Hye Min
Dept. of Oriental Painting
Graduate School of

sungshin Women’s University

My thesis intends to deal with aesthetics of nature. The aesthetics of
nature in my work is deeply associated with Korean traditional aesthetics, which
tend to privilege aesthetic values and appreciation harmonious with nature.
Korean traditional art has been constructed in close relation to the appreciation
of the aesthetic beauty of nature. This naturalism deeply inscribed in Korean
traditional art has thus emphasized aesthetics that can convey naturalized
beauty and harmony with nature, thereby there is a profound belief that
aesthetic value in any work of art can be maximized when it establishes
ultimate harmony with nature. This aesthetic of nature has shaped the
fundamental idea of my aesthetic sense, and I wanted to create a work that
can express and appreciate this vibrant charm, allure of nature actively residing
in our everyday life.

It is this aesthetic of nature that inspired my work titled as "Garden of My
Mind." In "Garden of my Mind," I wanted to show varied images of nature that

I have observed and felt in daily life by visualizing various kinds of natural



symbols and images on the surface of aged wood. Wood has often been known
as one of the most difficult art materials to deal with. Despite this, wood 1is
truly an excellent material in that humans can become easily familiar with and,
more importantly, it is a material that contains the sheer ambiance of nature.
In this sense, wood as an art material is quite adequate to my fundamental idea
of aesthetics. With this material, I intended to create varied images of nature
articulated with modern aesthetics emphasizing the quality of wood as an art
material. Viewed from this perspective, my work can be seen not as a work of
art, which tries to take only the simplified images and shapes of nature, and to
show the relationship between nature and its images, but as the one, which
tries to get closer to nature by actively utilizing varied symbols and shapes of
nature.

In my work, "Garden of My Mind,"] used old lumbers from the Korean
traditional house as a major material. These lumbers contain traces of time and
life. After the time—consuming, hand—crafting labors of cleaning, trimming, and
carving, I painted on the surface, grains of wood. By doing this, I wanted to
create images retaining fading, worn—out, and natural shapes and colors as well
as a quality of depth that only familiar, aged materials can offer. It is such
naturalized charm and familiarity of Korean traditional aesthetics that my work
intends to discover.

My thesis tries to examine the meanings of aesthetics in nature and to
pursue the aesthetic value of liveliness and shapes that nature as an art object
can offer. In doing this, I intend to not only have an opportunity of rethinking
about the perspectives on painting, but also seek the new ways of creating

images, which I will adopt in my future work.
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