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ABSTRACT

Symbolic painting studies of women with flowers

- Based on My Works -

KIM JIN SOL
Department of oriental painting

Graduate school of Sungshin university

Women have a role and value within a social context, and at the same
time, they are important members of another organization, family. From the
past to present, women have endeavored to fit ideal female models that
both a society and individuals wanted, to fulfill their roles. These days,
women are put under many layers of stressful factors, including work and
childcare, and I realized that women often lead a standardized format of
life to serve others’ needs, rather than for their own satisfaction.

A continued exposure to coercion and oppression from others makes it
difficult to make a distinction between a reality and an ideal state, and
leaves one negligent of his or her own feelings. Gradually women wither
from the sense of loss, anguish and pain.

The media frequently covers crimes. Women are especially vulnerable
to crime, and I learned that they may suffer from secondary injury of the

crime.



My aim is to relay the story that victimized women want to tell,
through the characters in my work, and I came to assimilate with these
women as [ observed their daily life, and tried to interpret social
phenomena from their viewpoints.

Many people advocate for a society of gender equality in various social
contexts, and I had doubt over women who continue to be passive and
reserved, without taking on a brave and pioneering attitude, and used
flowers as a symbol for their emotions. Their images change in different
settings, and 1 investigated the correlation between women’s inner feelings
and the symbolic meaning of flowers. After examining the relationship
between flower and femininity, I tried to create something that can be
convincing to many people, by changing my old thoughts and ideas that
had been long tamed by a rigid norm of ‘femininity’ within Korean society.
The focus was put on peculiar expressions coming from a juxtaposition of
women’s inner feelings and the symbolic meaning of flower, going beyond
the boundary of feminine images that are regarded as desirable by a

society.
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