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ABSTRACT

A Study on Kim Yo-Seop’s Poetry

Chung, Seul-A
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

Kim Yo-Seop was a poet who had sought the various poetic method
through the continuous poetic activities for about 40 years from 1950s
to 1990s. It is necessary to reevaluate Kim Yo-seop as a poet who
reached the high level of poetic achievement through various poetic
activities. However, the discussion on his literary achievement has been
limited mainly to children’s literature. It is not only due to his unique
career beginning as a writer of children’s stories at an early age of 14
but also due to the difficulty of the consistent evaluation caused by the
various poetic activities hard to be classified into a certain one.

In this regard, this paper focuses on building the two axes for
analyzing both his literary journey and poetry in order to look around
Kim Yo-seop’s overall poetic world. This 1i1s related to the
methodological frame to enhance his reduced poetic status through

analyzing his works and referring to the external data.
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Kim Yo-seop’s poetic activities are closely related to the periodic
situation such as 1950s, and therefore it becomes an important
mechanism for understanding his poetic world to explain the correlation.
In this regard, the paper concentrates on reconstructing his poetic
activities and the periodic situation on the basis of Kim Yo-seop's
autobiographic novel "A snowstorm’s thoughty.

The poems of the apre-guerre (postwar) generation start with
unhappy history and the ruins of war. This feature is also true of
Kim's case. The emotions featuring his first and second poetic books
(anthologies) are existential despair and frustration derived from the
war related scars. Thus, the image characterizing the early poems
related to war experience is gloomy and unstable. However, his poetry
secures his unique aesthetic standing with expressing the wvivid and
dynamic images in his early mid period keeping a certain distance from
the war.

Next, the paper focuses on clarifying what he had pursued through all
his poetry by analyzing Kim Yo-seop’s poetic works. Kim'’s overall
poetry consists of the dynamic operation of ‘image,” and tries to reveal
it variously in the text with taking notice of its being
realistic(sachlichkeit) and thingness. The feature can be grasped on the
line of Korean modernism in 1930s and 1950s and its meaning can be
found in the aspect of the developmental overcoming of imagism. When
his first and second poetic books (anthologies) are thought to be
included in his poetic early period, and if his poetic activities in 1970s

and 1980s from the 3 anthology on are paid attention to, the
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foregrounding of ’light’ used as a mechanism for reaching the
optimistic perception after unburdening the agony derived from the war
experience can be thought to be the feature of Kim's poetry. The
method of his effective poetic operation converging the dynamic images
into the ‘light’ image becomes the important point for grasping his
optimistic perception and Christian view of the world as the basis. Also,
the various attempts to search the root on the basis of such a view of
the world show his pursuing world straightforwardly. Meanwhile, his
intention to show the metaphysical subject of the root search more
easily is connected to the formation of the narrative poetry focusing on
the motive of the familiar stories.

Thus, the wvariation of image, the foregrounding of 'light,” the
Christian view of the world and the search of the origin which consist
of Kim Yo-seop’s poetry can be thought to put together the techniques
and the contents and to be manifested. To study Kim's literary
achievements on the basis of these methods will be to restore his real

position in the history of poetic literature in 1950s.

Key words : Imagism, Modernism, Thingness, Depth of existence,
Light Image, Foregrounding, Imagination of Matter, Imagination of

Movement, Optimistic perception, Timelessness, Divinity, Source search

_87_

Collection @ sungshin



	Ⅰ. 서론
	1. 연구 목적
	2. 연구사 검토 및 문제 제기
	3. 연구 방법 및 범위

	Ⅱ. 삶과 문학의 도정
	Ⅲ. 즉물적 이미지와 신화적 상상력의 세계
	1. 사물성과 존재의 깊이
	2. ‘빛’의 전경화와 낙관적 인식
	3. 무시간성과 신성성
	4. 서사성과 근원 탐색

	Ⅳ. 김요섭 시의 시사적 위상과 의미
	Ⅴ. 결론


