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ABSTRACT

A Study on Kim Su-jeung's Management of Gugok in

Gokun and Literary Activities

Choi Eun Hye
Department of chinese Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Gokungugok is a place that reflects the inner world of Kim Su-jeung
(pen—name: Gokun, 1624-1701) who liked nature and admired Zhu Xi's
affection toward Wuyijiuqu. After 1689, he retired from the world and
managed his safe haven. The reason Kim Su-jeung managed Gugok in
Gokun was not because he was fascinated by the beautiful natural
landscapes and wanted to settle down there, but because he wished to
manage the place as the optimal place that fit with his inner world.

This study aimed at examining how Kim Su-jeung managed Gugok as
a dynamic and symbolic cultural space beyond a simple living space and
the results from it. The study, therefore, explored his management of
Gokun and cultural exchange based on Gokunjip, the material considered
important in understanding his management of Gugok. The results found
that literati’s writing of poems on Gugok at the time was the work to

create products from heightened mental activities beyond a simple



mimicking of writing poems.

In addition, following his grandfather, who sought life in a hermitage,
Kim Su-jeung also practiced hermitage life through managing Gugok
and established his own safe haven. This is differentiated from the cases
of Kim Su-hang and Kim Su-heung, Kim Su-jeung’s brothers who
became victims of party strife and died without fulfilling their dreams.
Furthermore, Kim Su-jeung’s management of Haweumdongjeongsa was
not just the process of appreciating landscapes in nature, but the process
of materializing his inner world based on Neo-Confucianism in reality.
This place later served as a homecoming place that people from the
Noron faction visited after resignation. This study examined the way
Kim Su-jeung managed and enjoyed Gugok with the agreement from his
families and friends, exploring the mutual effect between him and Gugok

and the effect he exerted on many classical scholars.
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