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<Aop>t T /G A e YESE Fow FAH olelols
F43o] wrh olZ So] "ol e FA omy, e do] E o] 4R,
rol Al olv] Zolr, "gae vba, b Aok, ARG F wu bk
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<E 8> '2Y%, BAL 9 FAEA” AR W

ool @5l
Aria of Chou Hu TEe] oo}
— —Devil Jiao,why have you died? "Z2EY, FAL Y S
And so I 've come back in vain, in vain | 2 e 3] gho], M| gho!
Devil Devil you devil Jiao! Aot da g, 299,
How could you die ? Fale g F9lof?
Why did you not wait for my return ? o) W7t Zolg wizkA g A &ke]?
You stole our land from us, AL v Bs wsta
You burned our home to the ground, g HE SR
You buried my father, gL 9 oA E Aw| A T
Slaughtered my sister, W oJEAS =99
You FAl
you you you %L,‘g_]’ \;OJ-,‘\_]7 L'O]_/‘\_]
you branded me a bandit, FALe UE =yt Fudct
You put me in prison, in prison UE 5o A
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here I suffered eight long years ! 8ol Alde] Xtk

[Chou Hu ’s expression shows bitter hatred.] (F-&+ vbgo] ofxZt}-)

I've sufferedeight long years, Ue 89S HRo

I've waited eightlong years, U 89S 71ty

Eight years I've waited for this day ! W7k 89 7tk nvpE o]

Two generations of bitter hatred. F oA Y T oAge g

I have returned to find you dead. FAe U7k Eote e Aol At
Now where can I find my revenge? 8 H dae Fol Al zhotof shu?

No ! I'll dig you out of the ground.

Devil Jiao,do you hear my words?

I have re turned, I, Chou Hu!

I have re turned, I, Chou

U} &7k Eobg,

U} FEA Eebgih

You devil Jiao, show yourself.

Come out now!

[Chou Hu collapses against the tree

in despair]
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(1) obelol "24 %, FAL o) FAEANY F2 T2 54
A7 obFe WEAe Trw Pao Fom mYrE FH W 3
Zor] 39 ST BARE BANLY HeS ARl AT 2]
2 AZAT 94 HEAAL A0T AHAe AHAA AHAR WE
WA WA REE Foldth B WRolA AAl Hel 3 nzxst 5
1 A& MEF £4S g FAF WA AAS Frtdn A
A Fe FF AT AT LAE §HRT O 5o WL Asse] b
S} gotel §7149 B wANY L
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rhe i % 233-250 251-259 260-264 265-272 273-283 284-291 292-295
mhe 4§ 18 9 5 8 11 8 4
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[}E 5] "29 %, 3AL ) FA=712" T (vhH 251-159)

i #® T # OEHM . OB T # HWHE, th & #T
You stole our land from us, You bumed our home to the ground. You bur- ied my

'i:p;!:‘.::,":fn_ . _-'_‘% ¥—% = W
== A 5
rit. a tempo
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[Chou Hu collapses against the tree in despair]
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<3} 10> "o}, Y9 Z A QwW” J}AL

WY

whole life !

R =0l
Aria of Jin Zi—- F2}po] o}l o}
-= Oh! My dear Hu Zi“ "ol e A Qomh
Oh ! My dear Hu Zi, obl 1} A} S ui,
spirit of th is savage land, o] £kl AAl.
These ten short days are worth more than my o dgel hee oA e

I am reborn !

I am reborn !

Aokt
Aobykh

This feeling of being alive is worth the world to

o] Aol =4 FoldE vud + glrh
me.
The night, it passes by so quickly, I wake and my

ol ¥ @olA Aoluy nhgo] EHT.
heart is dancing.
And this feeling is all because I have you. o] BE AL Falol A7l 7kt

How could I not so ache

Wb U oA AREA e F AAES
for you, dear?
Love you always? ol R Al A B F Y=
Never let you go? ol x| &l 2 = 9 Aol?
[The two embracel ‘ [F At M2 28]
31 =z =
(1) "o}l Yo 2 2w’ Fx F+F A

X O )=] S L 1 1 le) <~ .

o] AFE 2% FA FxolH, Ix FXE vy =X 2ok

<FE 11> "o Yo 32 owre oy Fx

Tz 93 R ARR B A
A7z B3 e ach+bot reotabre} det et o
vt 753-754 755-769 770-782 783-785
g 2 15 13 3
T T 2 4+4+3+4 4+9 3
z4 =4 W D (Eh 4= WE G (b 4z
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It is now the depths of night A3 who] Zlof,
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Hell!
Demons holding the Book of Souls, mark the names, | AW Zvul7AE& &5 W= &5 S A ANS 79
taking in the new souls. gk
It’s time to act! Don’t delay ! £S5 & w7t Hgoy FAA nhe!

Ah, Da Xing Da Xing!

4,

of, a4, o

How could the son of the Devil really be you?

9 dedigel opse da U

Ah, Da Xing Da Xing!

o, W4, w7,

How could the son of the Devil turn out to be you?

ICELEEIGE

R P

Bodhisattval!

Bad B

Ah, my heart is not so cruel.

of, A7k vhgel Ea A oluet,

It’s trembling! Bodhisattva!

ol @eith RAd wA

Ah,my hands are not so savage.

o, A7t oF5E A ohuet

They're shaking!

Eo] Wt

Devil! Why do you laugh?

You mock my panic.




You laugh because I am a frightened coward!

e U7t FGE Abelsh ebueha ugith

Hate that will not die,

blood that will not fade,

oA g, F oA A9,

these must be avenged!

These must be repaid !

Az FAE & g

Am wgsd g+ A

Father! Give me strength! Sister | Give me strength!

ol A1 oL F A 2l

F 4o, E9h4!

Give me strength!
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where you are, there, too am L Falol A7l Wt L,

Where ever our son is,
otol 7} Yov] $e% gleh

there too are you and I !

He will be Heaven above! NE Fow o7t utRE gEolth!
He will be the earth it-self! ol E Fow 1ofrf mpE wolr}.
Ah ! He will be Heaven and Earth! Q! 7F bR stEoli welr}!

Chou HU : Jin Zi ! Jin Zi ! T3 FAOk Ao
where you are, there, too, am L FAalo]l oy U7t i,
Jin Zi :You, you are me, I, yes, I am you. A G2, Fale] volan, v U7t upE Falett

Chou HU : where ever our child is there, too, are B
T3 o7k Qv $e7t

you and L

Jin Zi ¢ where ever our child is there,too, are you
A ot glov) $est g,

and L

Chou HU: T

He will be Heaven above, o & Fou 1of7} HlE St o]t

He will be the Earth it-self ! e wod Loyt v ot

Jin Zi : = A

He will be Heaven above, NE Fow o7t utR ot

He wi 11 be the Earth it-self ! s god Loyt vz el

Chou HU: T3

He will be Heaven above, o & Fou Z1of7} HpE St o] !

He will be the Earth it-self ! s wod Loyt upm ot

Jin Zi : =4

He will be Heaven above, ol & Fou TLof7} HiE St o]

He wi 11 be the Earth it-self ! e god Lot upm et

Chou HU : Jin Zi T F Aol

Jin Zi : Hu Zi, =2k Afok

Chou HU : Go quickly now! TEAdE 7

J in Zi : No, no, w4k of of, oo,

Chou HU : You take my very life with you ! T dE U 5% A o
=7 Fag wgd F oglo]

Jin Zi © I can not leave you I can-not !

Chou HU : Go! T3 7H
Jin Zi @ No! =2 oFY
Chou HU : Go! T-3Z: 7H




Jin Zi : No,no! F Aok o o} of!
Chou HU : Go! T3 7H
Jin Zi : No! No! No! F A ofyoF, ofi] ok o} o}l
Chou HU : Jin Zi ! The son you bear must avenge
TLa: FAof! ofo]l & ol HigH|
me!
Jin Zi : Hu Zi ! FAF: Aok
Chou HU : If you stay here I can-not forgive you ! T Fale] kA gkow W Fol= & K
Jin Zi : Then, I'll go! T'll go! FA ! 7FAH 7EAH
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Chinese Creative Opera <Savage land>
Composed by Jin Xiang

- Focusing on the "Operatic Thinking” and the Main Aria -

LIN YING

Vocal Music Major
Department of Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This study focused on the Chinese modern opera Savage Land,
composed by Chinese composer Jin Xiang.

Chinese modern opera is a unique art form that emerged from the
combination of Western opera, introduced to China in the early 20th
century, and traditional Chinese music. Drawing from various art forms,
including Chinese folk music (particularly operatic and song-dance
music) and foreign opera, it represents a fusion of Chinese and Western
operatic and musical styles. Since the Romantic era of the 19th century,
the influence of Western opera has extended to Asian regions, including
China and Korea, and around the world.

The creation of the children’s song-dance drama Sparrow and Child,
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composed by renowned Chinese composer Li Jinhui in 1919, marked the
beginning of Chinese modern opera. In the 1980s, Chinese modern opera
made significant progress as Chinese musicians borrowed Western music
techniques and integrated them with Chinese aesthetics and folk music
elements to produce outstanding modern operas. However, in the context
of global economic integration, cultural diversity, and ongoing exchanges
between China and other countries, the development of Chinese modern
opera is facing immense pressure. It is therefore essential to draw on
the wvaluable experiences of predecessors and explore suitable paths for
the development of Chinese modern opera.

Savage Land, composed by Jin Xiang, premiered in Beijing in 1987,
garnering widespread attention and praise in Chinese society. In 1992,
Savage Lan was performed for 11 consecutive shows at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington D.C., becoming
the first Chinese opera to have a continuous run at a major American
opera house. The New York Times reported on the successful American
premiere of "Savage Land” under the headline "Echoes of Puccini from
China,” praising the opera for its significant achievements in global
"multicultural” exchange and predicting that Savage Land would become
the first Chinese opera to secure a place among Iinternational opera
masterpieces. Savage Land represents the highest level of Chinese
modern opera creation in the 20th century.

The Chinese modern opera Savage Land is an adaptation of the
eponymous play by renowned Chinese playwright Cao Yu. The opera

tells the story of Chou Hu, a young peasant from the lowest stratum of
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society, whose father is killed by the Jiao family. Chou Hu's fiancée, Jin
71, marries Jiao Da Xing, the son of Jiao Yanwang, his sister is sold
into a brothel where she eventually dies of illness, and Chou Hu's own
legs are broken before he is wrongfully imprisoned. After enduring eight
years of incarceration, Chou Hu escapes and returns to his hometown
seeking revenge.

The main characters in the opera are vividly depicted, and the
complex relationships between them, coupled with the intense plot
development, create a powerful dramatic conflict and tragic tone. Savage
Land conveys the longing and pursuit of a better, freer life through its
intricate and multi-layered storyline, as well as a strong condemnation of
the evil feudal landlord class. Composer Jin Xiang incorporates European
serious opera techniques and traditional Chinese opera elements into the
music of Savage Land, seamlessly integrating music and drama to
achieve the creative concept of "dramatic music and musical drama.”

This paper was divided into four chapters:

Chapter One classified the development of Chinese original opera by
period and discussed representative works from each era. Specifically, the
chapter divided the development of Chinese original opera into four
periods: 1) Emergence and early development (Ming and Qing Dynasties
- 1949), 2) The flourishing development of national opera (1949-1978), 3)
Diversified development in the new era of reform and opening up
(1978-2000), and 4) Deepening diversified development in the new era
(2000-present). Representative works from each period were selected for

discussion, focusing on their formal characteristics, political background,
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creative scripts, musical features, and character personalities.

Chapter Two provided an overview of Jin Xiang, the composer of
Savage Land, his representative works, and his operatic thinking.
Chapter Three analyzed the innovations in the national, historical, and
contemporary aspects of Savage Land in terms of its creative profile,
dramatic conflicts, musical composition, and representative arias. Chapter
Four summarized the important insights Savage Land offers for the
creation of original Chinese operas in the new era.

As a milestone in the development of Chinese original opera, Savage
Land offers valuable insights into adapting opera texts, shaping
characters and storytelling through musical elements such as modality,
tonality, and harmonic texture, and developing Chinese original opera
creation, vocal performance, and teaching.

Furthermore, cultural exchanges between China and South Korea
have become increasingly active in recent years, and it is expected that
opera exchanges between the two countries will also increase. Therefore,
researching Savage Land, considered the most representative Chinese
opera, will make a significant contribution to the understanding and
development of original opera exchanges between the two nations. This
paper aimed to enhance the understanding of the work, promote the
interpretation of music, and sincerely hoped it can serve as an academic

resource for introducing Savage Land to South Korea or other countries.
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