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ABSTRACT

A Study of Kim Gu-yong's Poetry

Seon-Young Park
Department of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School of

Sung Shin Women's University

In this study, two standards has been set up in terms of ontology and
epistemology views on the world and aesthetic technique in order to define
the poetry works of Kim Gu-yong, the poet. Even though he had left a lot of
remarkably pioneering works with the steady activities as one of the
significant poets in 1950's, the studies have little conducted until now, on the
ground of his inherent abstruse style of works. These two aspects, namely,
the views on the world and technique are adopted in this study, in order to
appropriately explain whether the abstruseness in his works arises from the
inevitable consequences in pursuit of the poetic truth,

Kim Gu-yong's poetry is based on the ontology and epistemology which
extends the reality extremely. He tries to capture the wide range of the whole
reality in his poetry, understanding the range of reality stretches beyond the
existential experiences that people face. This attempt is especially based on
the immanent ontology where the universe is believed to only go through its
own changes instead of the theory of the transcendental ontology.

The elements all presence lie in the endless flux in the field of virtuality. The



tangible and intangible particles of the presence are substantially
through several formations and changes once after released from the fiel
virtuality which is the preliminary stage before emerging as the reality. The
field of virtuality can be explained as the chaos in full of liveliness that cannot
be captured with any given rules, suggesting the complications and feasibility
of infinite order.

When the beings turns out to be inscrutable in the reality context, it goes
down to the subconsciousness level to share the base of flux and to be
involved with each other naturally like a knot. The hard knots to be united are
frequently expressed in Kim Gu-yong's poems and he explains the
communication between the conflicting beings very well using the field of
virtuality.

Kim Gu-yong set a high value on the abundance caused by the articulation.
The most significantly differentiating point is his high attention to the very
transforming moment from the release of subconscious flux to a specific
phenomenon. The intrinsic and aesthetical rhythm and speed shown in his
works is that he spreads and represents the dynamic attributes of the world
such as formations and flow, minimizing the damage.

In the context of his poetry, the world is meaningless in the point that it
repeats the formations in itself without any specific purpose, but this
meaninglessness is not perceived as the pessimistic nuance of nihilism but as
the driving force toward all new creation. The concept of de-construction is
also accepted as the positive meaning that breaks down the border of ego.
The acquisition of the release by tearing down the border between the subject
and object allows the ego to be extended further and capable of the direct
communication with other persons. Through this way of recognition, the poetic
ego is transformed to the aesthetic subject who accepts the other persons as
the involved party in the life, sharing true communication with them.

Kim Gu-yong expresses the qualitative attribute of time, in a unique style, as



the driving force of flux. All beings not only participate in the repe
time based on the identity of each memory. but also change creatively thro
the flux of formation. Time is described as that of immanence and infinitive in
his poetry. And the identity acquired repeatedly in the time is expressed as
the dynamic identity that endures the time flux and maintains the memory.
Now, the definition of the aesthetics is rearranged and the concept of
sublimity newly emerges because it is hard to explain the contemporary arts
trend with the existing concept of the beauty. The sublimity is the concept
ideal and appropriate enough to explain the aesthetic form and artistic
sensibility entirely shown in Kim Gu-yong's poems. His poetic words are
designed to speak unspeakable things, reveal invisible things and hear
unhearable things and all those are explained through the structure of
sublimity. He does not reach the transcendental status by experiencing it, but
sensed the transcendence by holding the absolute certainty that there are
nothing over the phenomenon.

His poetic ego attempts to advance to the extreme existence through the
destruction and passion rather than conceal the shady side of the existence by
covering the beautiful virtual veil over the reality. This ontological conversion
is another form of realization of sublimity by regarding the sole pursuit of the
area of beauty finally leads to conceal the truth via virtuality. In this point,
Kim Gu-yong's poetry works obtains the meaningful status pioneering the new
stage of aesthetics by expressing the experience of sublimity.

His way of representation completely rules out the classical principle of
representation such as the imitation of the model. His method of
representation is to diversify the truth in combination of the relative meaning
of object. As he is constantly search for the new reality with no belief of any
specific object as the reality, the reality to him is not something existing
outside the subject/object structure but including all about emotion,

unconsciousness, imagination and desire. After found and re-arranged, his



reality becomes diversified infinitely in his works. The objects take the
breaking down the existing way of representation, wandering in the p
rather than being defined in one meaning.

Kim Gu-yong focuses on describing the solid relationships of represented
objects in deviation of identity system. It is appropriate approach to checking
out the invisible codes set between the object and words in order to
understand his poems

Since the representation is not limited to the relationships between the original
and model, it is natural to occur the discrepancies among them. The
representation functions limitedly without being arranged in a hierarchy, and
moves across the hierarchy of event caused by the difference. In this case,
the representation is  new influence created by the relationships with
themselves and revives as the new form of the field of possibility. Kim
Gu-yong focuses on the diversifying the method of relationships, not
interested in the possibility or impossibility.

His poetic vision implies the high level of suggestion, released from the
border, on the intuitive cognitive basis avoiding the superficial judgement and
approach. This characteristics is connected to the world of zen in pursuit of
penetrating the nature of world. The world of zen shows the paradox stationed
where we should get back and reach the truth only through the words in spite
of turning down the role of words. In terms of mutual imagination, Zen and
Kim Gu-yong shares the point that the words is the ultimate tool to express
the nature of world. The abundant paradox and infinite symbolism are
commonly shown in light of rhetoric aspect in both of them. The intentional
conflicting combination caused the extreme ironic expressions which 1is
conducted in order to turn the ordinary thinking upside down. The confusing
combination destructs the symbol and its various stages of cumulative meaning
and the purpose of this strategy is to logically establish the uniqueness of the

objects and to escape from the domination of the accumulated ordinary



thinking and experience. The intention of Kim Gu-yong's poetry is to
the conventional thinking customs through the words of discretion wit
indiscretion and the words of infinitive and paradox.

In this regard, Kim Gu-yong's poem extend the experience level of ordinary
life to the infinite feasibility through various methods. When we get back to
the ordinary and routine world after experiencing the transcendental feasibility
in his poems, the life is expanded to more qualitative area. The conclusion is
that Kim Gu-yong is the poet who opened up his own world of works
establishing the reasoning system by deeply incorporating and sublimating
religion, reasoning and aesthetics. The mainstream has been occupied by
lyricism, realism and modernism in the Korea's field of poetry before he
appears and establish new style of poet which extends the area of modern

poem.
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