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ABSTRACT

Back, jae kyung
Fine Art Education Major
The Graduate School of Education

Sung Shin Women's University

According to previous researches, the word personality widely mentioned
to define and explamn behaviors of children. However, since 1950, the word
temperament has become a new word to define the behavior. In 1950s, in
America, Alexander Thomas and Stella Chess started research project.
Almost same period, in the Soviet Union, Moris M. Teplov and Vull S.
Merlin announced the homoplasy theory. It became the base to definition
for characteristic of children behavior. The revolutionized research is
noticeable, because it 1s based on the scientific temperament research,
which is different from traditional theory as Kretschmer (1944) and
Sheldon (Sheldon & Stevens, 1942). Kretschmer and Sheldon describe the
behaviors based on habitude as temperament. On the other hand, today
temperament researchers explains that temperament 1s defined based on
characteristic of visual hehaviors to compare with the traditional researches
about habitude. Todays temperament researches are also defined differently
by different area. For instance, researchers in America and the Soviet
Union research by different methodology. The Soviet Union researchers as
Teplov and Vull 5. Merlin explain the intensity of nerves system theory,
so the objects are adults. On the other hand, American researches are
based on the development of behaviors, so their researches are based on
interview and the objectives are children. This research paper is based on
the second theory.



As can be seen at resources of the Social Science Citation Index or
Psychological Abstract, the umber of Psychologists who use the word
temperament and the frequency of the word have been increased since
1970s. Between 1975 and 1979, the frequency of word temperament
increased up to 34.6%, between 1980 and 1984 rised up to 73.49% and from
1985 to 1989, the frequency reached up to 92.6%. This research 1is
particularly focused on relation between the temperament and children arts.

The main purpose for this research 1s to interview children for
expression of color and conduct a survey to find out the common issue.
The survey is conducted from children between 3 and 7 years old and
their parents based on kindergartens, preschools and art colleges mn Seoul
from November 2002 to September 2003.

First of all, the interviewer suggested a test to their parents for
temperament and then divides as three different temperament groups. And
also a survey was conducted from children about which color they like or
not, when they see particular color, what they imagine about, when they
draw a picture and what color they choose.

1. according to the test, three different temperament groups can be divided
as &825% of easy temperament children, 10.3% of difficult temperament
children and 7.296 of slow-to-warm-to- temperament children. As can be
seen from temperament test, the main reason for larger percentage of
difficult temperament children may be an effect of complex and instant
modern society. Therefore, children become more stressful from young age
to be adapted into the society. As a result, the number of difficult
temperament children have been increased more than slow-to-warm-to-
temperament children.

2. The test result 1s for color preference of each temperament group
children. in the easy temperament group children, 21.4%6 of children like
green, 15.4% of children choose sky blue and 10.7% of children prefer blue
color. In the case of difficult temperament group children, 36% of the
children like vyellow, 25.3% of children like red and 18.7% of them chose
blue. Finally, 25%o0f children from slow-to-warm-to— temperament group



children like grey, 21.2% of children like black and 11.5% of children prefer
blue.

Jung, Dae Sick in his book Research of Children Psychology explains
that children, who prefer green color, are strict, strongly assert their
opinions, highly judge objects and have much imagination. The
characteristic can be commonly found in the easy temperament children,
who mostly prefer green color. On the other hand, the characteristic of
difficult temperament group children, who like vellow most, are extremely
calm, sensitive and selfish. Finally, children, who like grey color most as
slow-to-warm-to- temperament group children, have high -caution,
loneliness, an introspective nature, much imagination and an unbalanced
diet. However, when children do free drawings without any restriction,
they do not avoid using unpreferred colors and do not choose only
preferred colors. As can be mentioned when children do free drawings,
they do not feel any kind of boundary about colors. It may result from a
trend of diagrammatized drawings by parents themselves and todays
education system. The trend may be strongly found between 5 and 7 years
old children rather than 3 to 4 vears old age group.

However, the further research should be done continually to examine the

issue.
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