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ABSTRACT

A Study in Inner Landscape as Reconstituted by Memory

- With a Main Focus on the Author’ s Work -

Km, Hyun soo
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

This dissertation is based upon the works ranging from the exhibition
“From moment to shining eternity” in 2016 and its subsequent work up
to 2019, all of which primarily focus on recreating inner sceneries as seen
through the scope of personal memory.

The exploration into the principles of memory reconstitution began with
the series ‘Landscape of Memory’ in 2016. Flashes of the past continue
to emerge and fade at random moments in life, often times unintended. It
is as though they transcend our perception of time and space.

Such memories are of course accompanied by mementos of images and
personal sentiments, which are both to be captured and recreated on the
canvas.

Childhood memories of Jeju are what best resonate with me, just as the
madeleine cake in Marcel Proust” s “In Search of Lost Time” inspires

the narrator’ s involuntary memories as a child.
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Driven by unexpected encounters with random objects, memories and
emotions that were once submerged in the depths of unconsciousness are
shot back up onto the surface of my keen awareness,

On that platform, my past and present self meet; it is an extraordinary
experience where my past and present identities cooperate to fill up the
chasms of oblivion, enabling access to different moments of my life at the
same time.

In order to better portray such profound experiences, it was necessary
to take a more psychological approach to such inner sceneries. By taking
a strictly theoretical stance to take a step back and examine the
fragments of memory, it was possible to find a converging point that
granted objectivity and universality to my insights.

As is with all existing matters, all things present cannot help but fade
into the past. The significance of the endeavor to capture memories into
images lies not only in the fact that it seeks to perpetuate what could be
lost, but it can also gift them with a greater significance than they ever
had before.

By incorporating simple episodes of memories with emotions embedded
deep within the unconsciousness, unique new values can be brought to
life. Through continuous reminiscence and communication with my past
self, 1 wish to keep striving to find different versions of myself,
consequently leading to a better understanding of myself and personal

growth.
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