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ABSTRACT

An Ethnography Study of Infant and Mothers’

Interaction Strategy in Reading Picture Book

Go, Woo—Lee
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’'s University

The purpose of this work is to carefully explore the course of
interaction of infants and mothers by deeply looking into the course of
reading picture books by infants aged one year and mothers. In other
words, it was intended to investigate what kinds of interaction strategies
infants and mothers use in looking at and reading picture books, and
thereby understand the course of interaction between mothers and
infants, and provide a suggestion of education made with a medium of
picture books. To achieve the purpose, this work set up the following

study issues:

First, how are infants’ interaction strategies in reading picture books?
Secondly, how are mothers’ interaction strategies in reading picture

books?

The study subjects of this work were two male infants aged 15 and



24 months and their mothers living in Gyeonggido. The research on the
study subjects had been conducted from mid-October 2012 to
mid-January 2013. During the period, participation observation was made
2 hours once a week (a total of 24 times).

For data collection, interaction between infants and mothers in reading
picture books in everyday life was observed and recorded, and interviews
with mothers were photographed and recorded. For data analysis, the
transcriptions made with photographed and recorded contents and
site—observation records were looked into to understand the transcriptions
better. To resolve doubts and check the findings and analysis results in
the process of collecting and analyzing data, this researcher interviewed

the mothers or reviewed literatures repeatedly.

The study results of this work according to study issues are presented

as follows:

First, it was found that infants’ interaction strategies in reading picture
books with their mothers were expression of their interest by looking at
picture books without a word, expression of their curiosities about the
next story by flipping through a page, copying of their mother’s
behaviors, keeping smiles and laughing, and expression of their refusal
by pushing away and closing picture books. Infants expressed their
interest in the activity of reading picture books by looking at them
without a word, or expressed their thoughts of their curiosity about the
next story and of whether they finished reading picture books by

flipping through a page. Also, they copied their mothers’ sounds and



behaviors made in reading picture books, enhanced the activity of
reading picture books by smiling and laughing, or expressed their refusal

to read pictures books by pushing away or closing picture books.

Secondly, it was found that mothers’ interaction strategies in reading
picture books were calling infants’ attention through linguistic
stimulation, using vocal language to show the characteristics of pictures,
connecting infants’ experiences with the books  contents, checking
infants’ opinions and letting them participate into reading activity,
offering information by explanation, and drawing an infant’s attraction by
pointing with fingers and body movement. Mothers tried to let their
infants to pay attention to picture books by giving them linguistic
stimulation such as calling their name or using exclamations related to
surprises. In addition, mothers used vocal language to show the
characteristics of pictures and thus helped infants to get hearing
stimulation. In other words, they mimicked some sounds of animals and
objects drawn in pictures books in order to keep drawing infants’
attention. Mothers read pictures books by associating the books’ contents
with infants’ previous experiences, or asked infants questions about
whether they want to keep reading or about something related to the
books’ content in order to let them participate in reading activity. In
reading pictures books, mothers pointed at objects and animals drawn in
picture books and said their names or explained them to give infants
new information. When infants paid no attention to picture books,
mothers pointed at picture books with fingers, or expressed the

movement of objects and animal figures by using the body in order to



draw infants’ attention to reading activity.
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