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ABSTRACT

The effects of Physical Expression Activities
Utilizing Picture Books on Three years old
Children's Vocabulary, Language Comprehension

and Expression

Hwang, Ju—Youn

Major in Early Childhood Education
Dept. of Education

Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to identify the effects of interactive
physical activities utilizing picture book in development of verbal
communication (i.e. the children's vocabulary, language comprehension,

and expression)
The research questions of this study were as the follows:

1. What is the impact of interactive physical activities with visual

stimulation as picture books on three years old children’ s vocabulary

_69_



development?

2. What is the impact of interactive physical activities with visual
stimulation as picture books on three years old children’ s ability to
comprehend a verbal communication?

3. What is the impact of interactive physical activities with visual
stimulation as picture books on three years old children’ s ability to
express verbally?

4. What are the developmental characteristics identified with three
areas of communication?(i.e. the children's vocabulary, language

comprehension, and expression)

This study was conducted from November 13, 2010 to December
17, 2010 in two selected groups of children at age three (20 children
for each group), one from D pre—school located in Sungbuk—gu,
Seoul and the other in Kangseo—gu, Seoul.

This study utilized vocabulary test by YoungTae Kim, HyeSung
Jang, SungSuk Im, HyunJung Baek(1994) to measure subjects’
vocabulary development and comprehensive language ability test tool
by YoungAe Jang(1981) updated by NamHee Kang(2010) to measure
subjects’ ability to comprehend a verbal communication and express
verbally.

This study includes a pre—study survey, preliminary testing,
examination of interactive physical activities with visual stimulation

(i.e. picture book), post—study evaluation. ANCOVA function of SPSS
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Windows 19.0 was utilized in obtaining the statistical result of this

study.

The summary of result from this study is as below:

First, children with interactive visual stimulation experience scored
higher in vocabulary test performed after the exposure than children
with no such experience. This result exhibits that interactive physical
activities with visual stimulation contributes positively to a child’ s
development of vocabulary.

Second, children with interactive visual stimulation experience
scored higher in verbal comprehension test performed after the
exposure than children with no such experience. This result exhibits
that interactive physical activities with visual stimulation affect a
child’ s development in ability to comprehend verbal communication
positively.

Third, children with interactive visual stimulation experience scored
higher in verbal expression test performed after the exposure than
children with no such experience. This result evidences that
interactive physical activities with visual stimulation help a child’ s

development in verbal expression.

Fourth, it was observed that the young children experienced some
changes to their vocabulary, comprehension, and verbal expressions

during the experiment after participating 1in physical expression
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activities using picture books. Starting with making simple sentences
with limited vocabulary in the early days, they enriched their
vocabulary, developed much more sophisticated expressions, and
increased in the number of words and in the length of sentences
towards the end of the experiment. Their ability of understanding

sentences also gradually improved throughout the experiment.
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