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A Study on the Impacts of Picture Fairy Tales on Young
Children's Formation of Musical Concepts
Kim Eun-yeong
Major in Music Education

Graduate School of Education at Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study to investigate if picture fairy tales
with the materials of musical elements would stimulate young
children's interest and concern in music and be helpful in their
understanding the most fundamental musical elements. It also
aimed to test the effects of picture fairy tales containing musical
elements by examining young children's learning evaluation
results during and after the designed lessons. The subjects were
50 six, seven, and eight year olds(full five, six, and seven year
olds) attending two kindergartens in Jongro—gu and Seongbuk-gu
in Seoul.

The investigator picked some elements out of notes, dynamics,
rests, tempo, tone colors, soprano clef, and the staff to write a
fairy tale. The total five lessons were designed to have the
selected musical elements connected to each other. The children
were only offered pictures during the lessons. There were
singing activities accompanying the theme songs for notes, rests,
and dynamics made by the investigator in the intervals of telling

stories hours. Every fairy tale lesson was preceded by the
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activities to confirm the musical concepts taught in the previous
lesson and followed by the learning activities of the current
lesson's musical concepts.

The findings were as follows; the pre— and post-test were
comprised of average and t-test for each of the groups. The
results proved that the musical picture fairy tales were effective
when the children with no prior knowledge tried to acquire the
musical concepts. There were differences i1n the scores
according to age(p<.001). Thus it's demonstrated that the tools
of the contents, pictures, and nursery songs of the picture fairy
tales served as the learning tools for the musical elements and
were useful in the children's understanding them and developing
interest in them.

The conclusions of the study were as follows; first, young
children's interest and understanding can be improved to a great
degree by providing them with the fairy tales containing the
contents to stimulate their animist thinking as they try to learn
about musical concepts. It's desirable for the teacher to make up
the contents to fit the children's cognitive structure and interest
especlally when they learn about difficult musical concepts. As
the results prove that picture fairy tales were more effective,
there should be more fairy tales of musical concepts that fit the
children's cognitive structure.

Second, the lessons and activities of picture fairy tales affected
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the children's age difference as they learned about the musical
concepts. Since the eight year olds had prior knowledge of the
musical elements before entering school, the statistics showed no
big difference regarding their attainment of musical elements. But
the six and seven year olds with no prior knowledge of musical
elements were much affected by the learning, which means that
the picture fairy tales developed in the study are effective when
applied to the children with no prior knowledge. The observation
results of their attitudes to accept the contents of the fairy tales
during the lessons indicated that the children younger than eight
were more concentrating. While the fairy tales of musical
concepts with pictures are effective with the six and seven year
old, there should be other delivery methods for the eight year

olds to attain effective results.
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