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ABSTRACT

A Study of Instructional Method for Ambiguity of Korean Language

Kim Woo-jung
Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate school of Education

Sungshin women's University

This research examines ambiguity of Korean language in order to
seek proper instructional method.

People use language to convey meanings. However, meaning of
words cannot always be delivered accurately, and one of the main
reasons is ambiguity of language. This occurs when a speaker says
words to a listener that can be interpreted in more than one way.
Ambiguous words cause confusion in communication. Nonetheless,
ambiguity i1s often intended to enrich verbal expression, and thus, it
needs not be entirely avoided.

To examine ambiguity of words, the research surveyed its concept,
types and explored a solution to address the problem of ambiguity.
Concept of ambiguity is compared and contrasted with obscurity for
clear understanding. Next, types of ambiguity are divided, largely
into lexical and syntactic ones in reference to various classification
of other researchers. Lexical ambiguity derives from vocabulary used

in sentences, mostly due to homophone and polysemy. Meanwhile,



syntactic ambiguity is caused by structure of a sentence or relations
among sentence elements. This i1s further divided into relation
between modifier and modifiee, scope of infinitive, scope of
quantifier, use of substitute, and characteristics of sentence structure.
Other kinds of ambiguity (e.g. metaphorical, pragmatic) are
separately categorized for the particularity of their functions. The
research explored solutions to resolve ambiguity of words according
to context and circumstance, and explored methods such as change
of word order, addition of punctuation marks, addition of vocabulary,
reading with break, stress and intonation.

Next, the research examined current state of educational curriculum
and contents. It compared seventh national curriculum with the most
recently revised curriculum, and examined problems of current
curriculum. It turned out that the revised curriculum contained a
more extensive chapter on ambiguity of words, and the contents
were also more systematic and specific. Concerning problems of
current education, it was pointed out that explanation on types of
ambiguity 1s insufficient, and the examples are not appropriate. In
terms of problems in instructional methods, lack of variety in
teaching method and utilizing text was brought up.

To 1mprove the situation, the research suggested a new
teaching-learning method of ’studying ambiguity of words by
different types.” The new method is expected to guide students
through a more systematic learning of ambiguity of words.

Teaching-learning process consists of steps of introduction, learning



and summary. In introduction stage, a teacher elucidates objective of
the class, and encourages students to have motive and interest in
studying the subject. In a learning stage, a teacher provides learning
materials that demonstrate types of ambiguity and division between
ambiguity and obscurity. The learning materials also list merits and
demerits of ambiguity of words. In last stage of summary, learning
materials are provided to review and assess what students learned
about the subject.

The significance of the research is found in that it provided
learning materials on ambiguity of words by different types.
However, it can be interpreted as compromising a more integrated
approach. Advanced instructional methods need to be explored that

adopt diverse and comprehensive approaches to the subject.
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