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ABSTRACT

A study on the way the Korean textbooks

describe female characters.

Lee, Ha Young

Dept. of Korean Literature
and Language Education
Graduated School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

This essay analyzes how Korean Middle School 7th textbooks
describe the woman characters from the point of view on the
equality of sexes. Inspecting textbooks 1is important in that
textbooks don’t only reflect the reality but also reproduce the
ideology belongs to the community. Especially, Korean textbooks
contain a lot of literary works. The way the writers describe
female/male characters and deal with the conflicts or the
problems of the characters shows his/her point of view in terms
of gender. Sometimes, it reveals the writer's gender bias or
distorted standpoint. If the world in the works is distorted or lost
the balance, it would have negative influences on the students.

Based on studying modern prose in Korean Middle School 7th

textbooks, the male writers and the male characters outnumber

113
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the female writers and characters. In addition, it turns out that
many modern pose contains gender bias.

Female characters are passive and usually associated with
something weak, beautiful and innocence. The female characters
are described as the objects gazed by men. Their role is limited
to responding to the events, because they are not capable of
creating it. However, male characters are always centered and
play a major part in the story.

To make matters worse, similar problems are discovered in a
few footnotes. The reinterpretation in the questions offered by
the textbooks seem to lose it's balance in the point of view of

equality of sexes.
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