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ABSTRACT

A Study of Piano Accompaniment on Traditional Korean Music

-Focusing on a Folksong 'Gyungi Arirang'-

Choi, Ji Young

Major in Instrumental Music
Department of Music
Gruduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The western music and instruments which started to be
introduced into Korea since the early 20th century now take
the important part in the musical culture of Korea. Therefore,
the current music situation in Korea is that western music is
more established in Korean mass culture than Gukak
(Traditional Korean Music). Historically speaking, the

western—style military band was first established after
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Gabogyungjang, and the western music was first taught as a
subject in education. After liberation, a national center for
music and a western-style concert stage (Wongaksa) were
established and Gyungsung Broadcasting was founded. This
was a period for reformation of our music culture.
Afterwards, western-style vocal music (national anthem,
study-motivating song, independence song, etc) was composed
and symphony, interior music, creative traditional music, etc
were produced, confirming the fact that acknowledging and
accepting western music are crucial for development of music
culture in Korea.
When the western music and instruments are fused and
developed in Korea, piano, more than any other instruments,
has become the essential component of our culture. Even in
the traditional music, piano 1s used in all areas including
performance, accompaniment, composing, etc, and this paper
alms to examine the importance of piano in the traditional
music and identify the effect of inserting the piano
accompaniment in Gyung! Arirang, Korean representative
folksong.

Modern people nowadays are more accustomed to luxurious

and harmonious music than melodically simpler music which
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has a lot of margin, and they prefer the music with a high
quality effect achieved through various forms and rhythms of
plano accompaniment to simple accompaniment by janggu.
Therefore, it can be seen that piano is very important in new
musical attempt in Korean traditional music to create various
and splendid songs.

After western music has become popular in Korea, the
piano has become the essential instrument for the musicians
in Korea. Therefore, this study aims to identify the role and
importance of piano in Korean traditional music by examining
the positive effect of piano accompaniment in Gyungi Arirang,

the representative folksong in Korea.
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