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ABSTRACT

State of Korean traditional Music Education and Sense of
Efficacy Among Korean traditional Music Instructors

Kim, Bo Hyun
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’ s University

In today’ s world, cultures openly intermix and even in one country,
multiple cultures coexist. Thus, one of the most important things in modern
society is to protect the traditional cultural identity. In doing so, the

education of Korean traditional music has a pivotal role.

In such context, this study seeks ways to advance the quality of Korean
traditional music education and to help improve the sense of efficacy among
Korean traditional music instructors. To that end, Korean traditional music
instructors in elementary, middle, and high schools have been researched

regarding their state of education and the sense of efficacy.

117 instructors in Seoul and 84 instructors in Incheon who participated in
the 2019 Korean traditional Music Instructors’ Pool have been surveyed to
investigate the education and the sense of efficacy among the instructors.
Surveys answered by 198 instructors have been analyzed after excluding 3

instructors in Seoul who majored in traditional theater. The survey consists
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of 37 questions including general characteristics, state of Korean traditional
music education, and instructors’ sense of efficacy, and the result of the

analysis is as follows.

Korean traditional music classes were taught more in elementary schools
than middle or high schools in both Seoul and Incheon, and the most
common class subject was signing. The class subjects most preferred by
students were samulnori and instrument playing, which were different from
what the instructors were focused on teaching. The instrument other than
janggu that was played most often out of class was danso. Instructors
responded that early years in elementary school was the right timing to start
learning Korean traditional music, and thought that the music textbooks dealt
with the ‘appropriate level’ of it. When asked about dependence on
multimedia, 150 instructors (75.8% of total) said they depended on multimedia
as support only about 30% of the time. When they did, Youtube was the
most commonly used platform, and the subject of ‘listening” was the most
common purpose. They responded that they were sufficiently satisfied with
the activities of the Korean Traditional Music Association, and highly satisfied

with their communication with the school.

The result of the frequency analysis on the sense of efficacy among
Korean traditional music instructors showed that the sense of efficacy was
generally high. Instructors responded they felt a high sense of efficacy
regarding student motivation, adjustments for students with different levels of
expertise, theoretical knowledge, sense of purpose, and sense of duty for

teaching Korean traditional music.
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The analysis of the Korean traditional music instructors’  general
characteristics showed no significant difference based on their gender or
major. Nonetheless, higher level of education and more professional
experience, as well as the Second-Grade Middle School Teacher Certification
or the Arts and Culture Education Instructor Certification led to higher sense

of efficacy.

It has already been 18 years since the launch of the Korean traditional
Music Instructors’ Pool policy. While this means there have been many
studies conducted on the policy, they have focused mostly on the state and
issues of education. This demands that more follow-up studies on the Korean

traditional music instructors’ satisfaction and sense of efficacy.
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