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ABSTRACT

A study on the Ancient Writing Movement of

Ou Yangxiu

Moon, Myoung Hee
Dept. of Chinese Literature
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to consider Ancient Writing Movement of
Ou Yangxiu who was a literary man and politician in Song Dynasty. Ou
Yangxiu(1007-1072) left a lot of literary works in various fields such as
prose, poem, phrase, etc. and made a great contribution towards the
literary development of Song Dynasty a lot. Because of this reason, some
researchers have already studied about Ou Yangxiu actively in various
fields. The greatest contribution of Ou Yangxiu towards Chinese literary
history is Ancient Writing Movement which was led and completed by
Ou Yangxiu. Archaic Writing Movement began to string up at the
beginning of Song Dynasty, but it was completed by Ou Yangxiu. It can
be considered the success of Ancient Writing Movement had a great
influence on politics and society including prose which is one area of
literature. Therefore this study examined Ancient Writing Movement of
Ou Yangxiu from many angles under the setting that it extensively

developed as cultural movement with having an influence on politics and



society without the restriction to cultural movement for the restoration of
ancient Chinese prose.

First of all, while examining the origin of the term 'Ancient Writing
Movement’, the author could know Ancient Writing Movement played a
role of modern literary movement at the times of Song Dynasty when
there was no concept of literary movement. Then, this study examined
the background of Archaic Writing Movement by categorizing into
society and literature. Ancient Writing Movement played an instrumental
role in reforming politics under confrontation between the aristocracy and
rising gentry, and its development can be regarded as the attitude of
Pragmatism of intellectuals who coped with the developing and changing
society fast, and chased literary type suitable to the times also on
literary side. Then, this analyzed the cause of contribution and failure
that scholars who studied archaic writing made towards Archaic Writing
Movement earlier than Ou Yangxiu, and examined the process of
developing Archaic Writing Movement of Ou Yangxiu. Scholars who
studied archaic writing at the beginning of Song Dynasty established
Confucian characteristics of Ancient Writing Movement and opposed
verse by developing Ancient Writing Movement under the flag of
succeeding to Han Yu. However, they could not write brilliant works,
and draw chemistry from people because they overlooked the artistry of
literature, and were inclined only to practical side, and they could not
lead Ancient Writing Movement successfully because of their narrow
political position. Ou Yangxiu led Ancient Writing Movement successfully
by reading the cause of failure of these former people, by establishing

outlook on literature by himself, and then suggesting model ancient



Chinese prose with gorgeous works. Also he induced the change of
literary style by changing the state examination with sufficiently using
his political position, opened the way that Ancient Writing Movement
could be continued by training and recommending superb younger
scholars, and completed Ancient Writing Movement. Then, this study
examined the purpose of developing Archaic Writing Movement. Ancient
Writing Movement tried to reform politics and change literary style, and
had a purpose of establishing social order with reinforcing Confucian
ethics in addition to the purpose of restoring literary style. Also this
tried to interchange with popular culture on the basis of type and subject
easier than those of verse. Then, this study examined the relation
between Ancient Writing Movement and society. Most of all, Ancient
Writing Movement changed literary symbol of literary men by
transforming the state examination which was an approach path to
government post, induced the change of literary style, and made a
stepping-stone that Confucianism could reconstruct by emphasizing
Confucian characteristics of ancient Chinese prose. Due to the success of
Ancient Writing Movement, Confucian thought was stirred up, new
Confucianism could reconstruct, and it brought the change that made
Buddhism try to fuse into Confucianism. On the basis of contents above,
the author could know that Ancient Writing Movement had an influence
on politics, society, idea, and religion in addition to literature, and thus
the author could confirm Ancient Writing Movement was cultural

movement, not just literary movement.
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