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ABSTRACT

Pre-service Early Childhood Teachers Experience and
Needs for Teaching aptitude and Teaching Personality

Test

Ahn, Pu-Leum
Department of Early Childhood Education
The graduate school of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study was to examine the pre-service teachers’
experiences and their needs for teaching aptitude and personalty test in the
early childhood teacher training process and to provide a method for

improvement of teacher aptitude and personality test.
The research questions set up for this research purpose are as follows.

1. What is the pre-service early childhood teacher’s perception of teaching

aptitudes and teaching personality?

2. What is the experience of the pre—service early childhood teacher about

teaching aptitude and personality test?

_94_



3. What are the needs of the pre-service early childhood teacher for

teaching aptitude and personality test?

This study was conducted on 10 preliminary preschool teachers attending
4 year college of early childhood education in Seoul and Gyeonggi province
from May 3 to August 24, 2018. In that the purpose of this study was to
investigate the meaning of teaching aptitude and personality test based on
the experiences and thoughts of pre-service teachers, interview with the
participants were mainly used as a research method in order to efficiently
achieve the research goal. Two interviews were conducted per participant,
and the interviews collected during the study were repeatedly read, and the

key words and core contents were found, and classified and categorized.

The results obtained from this study are summarized according to

research questions.

First, pre-service early childhood teachers’ perception of teaching
aptitude and teaching personality showed that they had became interested
in the teaching aptitude and the teaing personality as they were exposed
to various factors such as lectures, discussions and tasks in class, TV or
the internet, and media. Pre-service early childhood teachers recognized the
need for emotional control, patience, courtesy, consideration, respect,
cooperation, tolerance and understanding, responsibility, and commitment to
early childhood teachers. In order to -cultivate teaching aptitude and

teaching personality as early childhood teachers, they said that they need



pride and responsibility of early childhood teacher and personal efforts such
as steady self management.

Second, as a result of the pre—service teachers’ experience of teacher
aptitude and personality test in teacher training course. Most respondents
did not prepare for test before taking teacher aptitude and personality test.
The items of teaching aptitude and personality test that pre-service early
childhood teachers experienced were mainly about basic personality,
contents about cooperation with other people, contents about coping ability
according to situation, time management in various situations, the ability to
communicate with others, and whether they are active about their activities
as teachers. Pre—service early childhood teachers felt the necessity of
teaching aptitude and personality test, but they pointed out that
improvement 1s needed in terms of composition and reliability and
measurement method of the tests.

Third, as a result of investigating the needs of pre-service early
childhood teachers for improvement of teaching aptitude and personality
test, they are expected to include contents regarding coping with various
unexpected situations that may occur in early childhood education institute
and contents that fit the process of infant development. In addition, the
pre—service early childhood teachers mentioned that a test tool to measure
the teaching aptitude and the teaching personality of the early childhood
teachers should be developed separately. The evaluation methods of the
teaching aptitude and the teaching personality were proposed as interview
evaluation, mixed evaluation, and multi—factor evaluation. The number for

the teaching aptitude and personality test was hoped to increase further



from the current two. In order to improve teaching aptitude and personality
test, and to cultivate teaching aptitude and teaching personality, they
mentioned that teacher education institutions should provide opportunities
for pre-service early childhood teachers to think about teachers’ aptitude,
and continue to provide education on desirable personality. In addition, the
teacher education institutions should provide educational programs related
to various teaching aptitudes and teaching personality so that pre-service
early childhood teachers be interested in and get to know teaching aptitude
and teaching personality. Also they required that teaching personality
course should be designated as a required course. The pre—-service early
childhood teachers suggested that the pre—service early childhood teachers
should be able to find the aptitude and form the desired personality by
diversifying and systematizing the test instruments measuring the teaching

aptitude and the teaching personality.

This study is meaningful in that it proposes a method for improvement
of teaching aptitude and personality test by listening to the needs of
pre-service early childhood teachers based on their experience and

perception of teaching aptitude and personality test.
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