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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Experiences and Changes of Teachers and
Parents in the Implementation Process of Teaching Materials

and Instruments—Based Parent Participation

Kim Min-su
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study was to investigate teachers' and parents'
experiences and their changing processes in the process of parent
participation activities at M Childcare Center that was running a
teaching materials and instruments—based parent participation program
as a way for them to participate at home without making a personal
visit to a childcare center. For that purpose, the following research

questions were set:

First, what kind of experiences do teachers and parents have in the
implementation process of teaching materials and instruments—based
parent participation?

Second, what kind of changes do teachers and parents undergo in the



implementation process of teaching materials and instruments—based

parent participation?

The subjects include two teachers and five parents at M Childcare
Center that was running a teaching materials and instruments—based
parent participation program. The investigator did participant
observation of monthly small-group parent participation activities at the
childcare center from April 24 to October 30, 2013 and conducted an
in—-depth interview with the subjects. An in—depth interview mixed open
and semi-structured questions to reflect teachers' and parents' ideas
about teaching materials and instruments—based parent participation as
much as possible. The participating teachers and parents had a couple
of interviews per person. The investigator also took pictures,
videotaped the activities, and had the teachers and parents write a
journal to secure the objectivity of data collection and analyzed
collected data by reading them repeatedly and categorizing them.

Those processes led to the following findings:

First, the study analyzed the experiences of teachers and parents in
the teaching materials and instruments—based parent participation
process and found that their experiences were categorized into the
benefits and difficulties of parent participation. That is, teachers and
parents said that teaching materials and instruments -based parent
participation offered such common benefits as increased confidence and

mutual understanding of infants and young children, promotion of



mutual understanding, intimacy created between parents and teachers
and also between parents, and facilitated understanding of teaching
materials and instruments. There were some differences in difficulties
felt in the process of teaching materials and instruments—-based parent
participation between teachers and parents. Teachers experienced
difficulties with the burden of having to maintain teaching materials and
instruments—based parent participation on an ongoing basis instead of
letting it end as an one-time event, concern with a low participation
rate, burden with the diversity of teaching materials and instruments
and the provision of ideas, and measures for non—participating parents.
Parents felt difficulties due to a sense of burden according to the time
limitations raised by double income families and the differences in the
skills to make teaching materials and instruments.

Second, the study also examined changes to the process of teaching
materials and instruments—based parent participation and found that
there were some teachers and parents that thought they would benefit
a lot from the parent participation program in the early days and
others that had a sense of duty, burdens, and concerns about whether
to participate in the program on an ongoing basis. The childcare center
highlighted the need for a teaching materials and instruments—based
parent participation program and the understanding of @ its
implementation goals to help with their ongoing participation. Watching
the pictures and videos containing the activities of infants and young
children, parents felt a sense of reward and responsibility to see their

children taking pride in and boasting the teaching instruments they



made for them during activities and changed their perceptions toward
more active participation. In addition, intimacy was formed between
teachers and parents through the small group activities of teaching
materials and instruments—based parent participation at the childcare
center. Communicating the common topics and exchanging information
with one another, the parents felt that parent participation was useful
for child education and increased their participation rate in small group
activities. Finally, teachers and parents changed their perceptions of a
childcare center through teaching materials and instruments—based
parent participation. M Childcare Center connected 1its parent
participation education with external events and won an award, which
boosted teachers' and parents' pride and self-confidence about the
parent participation activities implemented by them and led to their

positive perceptions of a childcare center.
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