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ABSTRACT

A study on the Improvement
of the Ballet Competition in Korea
from the perspective

of the intrinsic value of educational

Bae geun young

Department of Cultural Industry and Arts
Performing Arts Major

Graduate School of Cultural Industry and Arts

Sungshin University

This study aims to ensure that domestic ballet competitions can serve as a
motivation and a stepping stone for the participants’ development. In order
to achieve this, we argue that dance competitions, in which any dance major
can participate, should adopt a competitive approach that adheres more
closely to the intrinsic value of education. After examining the current state
of ballet competitions at home and abroad, I analyze them from the
perspective of intrinsic educational values and propose improvements for
domestic ballet competitions.

First, I examined the concept and role of competitions, and theoretical

discussions on the intrinsic value of education as a theoretical background.
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Then, I studied the competition methods and participation cases of ballet
competitions at home and abroad and tried to understand their real aspects
through interviews with dancers and instructors who had participated in the
competitions. In the case of foreign ballet competitions, the Swiss Lausanne
International Ballet Competition (Prix de Lausanne) adopts a process-oriented
evaluation approach that focuses on the growth of participants, and the
Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) in the United States focuses on the
potential of participants and supports students accordingly. On the other
hand, The Korea International Ballet Competition, which is a domestic ballet
competition, does not have a class during the competition and is conducted
in a result-oriented evaluation method that only evaluates works on stage.
As a result, in order to score higher by demonstrating the best skills in a
short piece, participants presents works with a focus on technical aspects.

As a result of analyzing these three competitions from the perspective of
intrinsic educational values, I have found the Swiss Lausanne International
Ballet Competition and the Youth America Grand Prix continuously motivates
participants by providing feedback to express their potential during the
week-long competition period. After the competition is over, regardless of
the award, all participants are provided with advice and evaluation to lead to
further development, focusing on the intrinsic value of education. The Korea
International Ballet Competition, with its result-oriented competition method,
focuses on the extrinsic value of prioritizing winning, providing limited
opportunities for participants to gain experiences from participating in the
competition. Through this consideration, I have found that the competition

method of the Korea International Ballet Competition needs to be improved
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for the inner growth of dance majors, and propose three improvement
measures for the competition method of domestic ballet competitions.

First, process-oriented evaluation. The competition period should be
extended to about a week, and the classes that we can see the basic
practice process in and the lessons for a specific ballet should be added as
well as the works on stage. This allows participants to realize the importance
of the process leading up to the stage, and provides opportunities to
continue growing during the competition process, allowing them to
accumulate achievement experiences.

Second, a focus on potential. Ballet, where one can express their own
interpretation in the same sequence, the most important factor to become a
great dancer is artistic potential and capability. Therefore, the competition
should focus on artistic and expressive abilities, interpretation skills, and
other potential that comes from within the participant, rather than their
technical abilities.

Third, providing feedback for participants. It's necessary to provide
feedback to all participants regardless of whether they win or not, so they
don’t think that winning in the competition is the only meaningful thing.
Even if they don’t win, it’s very important to know what is lacking and what
needs to be improved. Therefore, it is necessary to provide feedback so that
participants can continue to develop their dance even after the competition
ends.

This study is meaningful as it is the first case to view the competition

method of a ballet competition from the perspective of educational value.
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