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ABSTRACT

An Investigation Study of Korean Music Curriculum

at Graduate Schools for Music Education Majors in Seoul

Nam, Su-Jin
Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this research is to help Korean music classes in
secondary schools have better quality by analyzing Korean Music
curriculum. The topics are 'how much Korean music classes account
for the whole curriculum?', 'how each schools operate Korean music
courses?', and 'how much these courses match the lesson plans?'
The targets are 12 graduates of education located in Seoul according
to the data of the number of teachers' schools (2006-2007) provided
by The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology.

The following are the results by analyzing the curriculum, the
time-tables, and the lesson plans of each school.

First, music education classes account for 21.05-60%, Western
music classes account for 29.63-73.69%, Korean music classes

account for 5-18.75%, and there are a lot of differences on the total



number of classes and the ratio of each class among these schools.

Second, out of 33 classes, there are 13 classes on how to teach
to play Korean instruments and 11 classes on Korean music theory,
5 classes on Korean music history, and 4 classes on Korean music
methodology. It tells us that most schools focus on Korean music
theory and Korean musical instrument classes. However, they don't
put much emphasis on classes about how to apply Korean music to
reality.

Third, the curriculum from 2003 first semester to 2007 second
semester of 12 schools show that music education classes account
for 41.84%, Western music classes account for 45.64%, and Korean
music classes account for 12.52%. It tells us that the schools don't
have many Korean-related classes, as they don't have it in their
curriculum.

Fourth, according to the classes opened in 2003-2007, most of the
Korean music-related classes were not offered regularly. Especially
the Korean music methodology at 'L' School, how to teach to play
Korean musical instrument class at 'E' School and Korean music
history class at 'K' school were offered once in five years. 'F'
School didn't have any Korean music-related classes in five years.

Fifth, based on the classes offered, each school has similar
objectives for the same classes. However, what they teach, the
textbooks they used, evaluations, and assignments, are different from

schools. Especially classes on how to teach to play Korean



instruments are different according to what a professor teaches.
Some schools teach how to play dan-so, jang—-gu, Korean folk music,
but some schools only focus on one subject. For the Western music
classes, they have specified the subjects to theory, practice class,
and how to teach to play. Contrary to that they have integrated
classes for Korean music education.

The quality of Korean music education at schools depend on a
teacher's skill. Therefore, each graduate schools for music education
have to have clear standards considering the current curriculum in

order to provide good quality Korean music education classes.
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