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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relationship between the Music Education
Curricula of Graduate Schools for Education and the

Employment Examination for Middle School Music Teachers

Kim, Chae Won
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to analyze and explore the relationship
between the music education Curriculum of graduate schools for education
and the questions from employment examinations for middle school music
teachers.

To this end, 66 questions from the teacher employment exams from year
2017 to 2019, as well as the music education Curriculum and course syllabi
have been analyzed to find any potential correlation. Results are as below.

Firstly, teacher employment exam questions were comprised of 22.7%
curriculum education theory of music education, 36.3% Western music of
subject content education, and 41% Korean traditional music of subject

content education. Among the questions on the Western music of subject
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content education, the topic of musical analysis and form recorded the
highest proportion at 12.1%, and piano accompaniment recorded the lowest at
3% - other than the topics of counterpoint and composition, which were not
questioned at all. Among the questions on the Korean traditional music of
subject content education, the topic of basic knowledge of Korean traditional
music recorded the highest proportion at 21.2%, and the topics of Korean
music history and Janggu accompaniment recorded the lowest at 6.1%.

Secondly, each graduate school for education had its own diverse
Curriculum. The school with the highest number of courses offered 42, and
the school with the lowest number of courses offered 15. Furthermore, each
school had 9 to 13 of the courses mandatory to be given the right to take
the teacher employment exam ( “mandatory courses” ), showing subtle
difference. No single school offered all mandatory courses.

Thirdly, there was a difference found between mandatory courses and the
employment exams subjects and evaluation areas. While education for Korean
traditional signing, music (traditional music) teaching method, music
performance, and sight-singing and music dictation were included in the list
of mandatory courses, they were not evaluated on the teacher employment
exams. On the opposite, while counterpoint and composition were included in
potential question subject of evaluation on the teacher employment exams.
Moreover, while the teacher employment questions focused on the topics
musical analysis and form and basic knowledge of Korean traditional music
and less on counterpoint, composition, and piano accompaniment, graduate
schools of education offered more courses on the history of Western music

and piano accompaniment, and fewer courses on Janggu accompaniment.
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Thus, the composition of subjects on the teacher employment exam and that
of the mandatory courses do not necessarily align.

The result of the analysis demands further alignment of the graduate
schools”  Curriculum and the teacher employment exams’  evaluation
subjects to assist future teachers to better prepare for their teacher

employment exams.
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