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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on the Multi-Cultural Music
Pieces and Learning Activities in Accordance with the

Changes of the Curriculum

Kim, Eun song
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study was to comparatively analyze the
multi—cultural music pieces and learning activities carried on the middle
school music textbooks in accordance with the changes of the curriculum
from the 2nd Amendment of National Curriculum to the current 2015
Amendment of National Curriculum, and thereby, suggest a pedagogic
direction for the multi-cultural music eduction. For this purpose, 45
middle school music textbooks edited according to the national
curriculum from its second amendment to the current one were sampled,
and thereby, the number of the pages carrying the multi-cultural music
pieces were counted, while the learning activities were comparatively
analyzed in consideration of the forms of the music pieces suggested.

The results of analyzing the ratios of the multi—cultural music pieces

can be summarized as follows;
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First, the ratio of the multi—cultural music pieces has decreased
gradually over time: 11.5% in the 2nd amendment of the curriculum,
11.8% in the 3rd amendment, 13.9% in the 4th amendment, 12.6%6 in the
5th amendment, 11.19%6 in the 6th amendment, 11.6% in the 7th
amendment, 8.6% in 2007 amendment, 7.0% 1in 2009 amendment, and
6.3% in the 2015 amendment. Namely, the ratio has gradually decreased
since the 7th amendment.

Secondly, as a result of analyzing the ratios of genres, it was found
that according to the changes of the curriculum, the ratio of the Korean
traditional music pieces had increased, while that of the popular music
pieces had also increased. In short, for the period from the 2nd
amendment to 2015 amendment, the middle school music textbooks had
featured diverse areas, decreasing the ratio of the multi-cultural music
pieces.

Thirdly, in terms of the regions for the period from the 2nd to 2015
amendment of the National Curriculum to 2015 one, the European music
pieces accounted for 60.3% (n=210) of the multi-cultural music pieces,
the Asian ones for 19.5% (n=68), the American ones for 13.9% (n=48),
the Oceanic ones for 3.7% (n=13) and the African ones accounted for
2.6% (n=9). In terms of the countries, German music pieces were 57, the
Chinese ones 19, the US ones 19, the New Zealand and Australian ones
6, and Ghana ones were 3. As a result of the analysis, it was found that
the music pieces were biased In certain regions. So, In the next
amendment of the curriculum, the music pieces should be carried on the

music textbooks in consideration of the regional diversity.
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The 2 music pieces per continent carried on the middle school music
textbooks for the period from 2nd to 2015 amendment of the curriculum
were selected, and a total of 10 music pieces could be analyzed centering
around the learning activities. The results of the analysis can be
summed up as follows;

First, although they were the same music pieces selected according to
the curriculum, they were diversified in terms of performance types,
changes of tempo and harmonies, accompaniment of the piano, etc. In
contrast, the learning activities were not suggested, or partially
suggested centering around some parts. Hence, it 1s necessary to
suggest diverse learning activities together with the individual ones.

Secondly, in some cases, the visual data useful to understanding of the
regions of the multi—cultural music pieces were not presented. In order
to help students understand the cultural and historical background of the
music pieces, it is deemed necessary to present diverse description of
their socio—cultural backgrounds with the visual data.

Thirdly, some music pieces did not feature the native lyrics together
with the Korean ones pronouncing the native language. So, it was
deemed not easy for the middle schoolers to understand the music
pieces. Hence, it 1S necessary to present the native lyrics and their
Korean pronunciations to help students better understand the
multi—cultual music pieces. Lastly, it is hoped that this study will be
followed up by the future studies that would discuss the problems
suggested by this study regarding the multi—cultural music pieces carried

on the middle school music textbooks.
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