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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Contemporary Music in High School Textbooks

According to the Changes of Curriculum

Byeol-ra, Kim
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung-shin Women’ s University

Currently, compared with the times of classicism and romanticism, music
classes in most schools do not provide much of a contemporary music
education, that is highly linked by today’s history and that represents the
current style and trends. With this in mind, this study aims to activate
contemporary music education at school. This will be achieved by analyzing
the changes in contemporary music regarding period division, composers,
works, trend of music, composition technique and activity area, according
to the curriculum change from the First Curriculum through the current
Curriculum modified in 2009. This will also be done through a
questionnaire survey, to inquire about awareness of contemporary music
conceived by current high school music teachers and students.

For the purposes of this research, two types of textbooks have been
chosen corresponding to each curriculum in order to analyze the contents

of contemporary music treated in 17 units of music textbooks of each
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area. Lastly, I have inquired about the problems regarding these textbooks.
In addition, in order to inquire about the current class situation of
contemporary music, a questionnaire survey has been carried out with 95
current music teachers in high schools across the country, except
Gangwon-do Province and Jeju Island, including 200 high school students of
the Gyeongi-do Province.

The result shows that there was an absence of unified period division
among each textbook, regarding the period of contemporary music. In
addition, in spite of a variety in the presence of contemporary COmposers,
works, trend of music and composition technique, the content of textbooks
was limited, dealing only with a handful of specific composers, works,
trend of musics and composition technique. In terms of learning activity
areas, I have observed that they mostly consisted with music listening and
music history, so they lack proper contents, such as in the areas of
vocalism, creation and instrumental music. Nonetheless, it has been
confirmed that, as the curriculum changes, the textbooks deal with
contemporary music with increasing importance. Tend to add a more
diverse presentation of composers, works, trend of music and composition
technique.

The 79%, that is 75 teachers out of 95, who participated in the
questionnaire survey of contemporary music answered that they have a
hard time teaching contemporary music because of the difficult
accessibility, though they think it is necessary to teach it. Hereupon, it will
be necessary to rebuild the teacher’ s awareness about importance of

contemporary music education and make a great effort to teach
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contemporary music in easy and entertaining way through developing
textbook contents and various teaching methods. Furthermore, [ have
discovered the possibility of teaching contemporary music in a more
accessible, easy and motivating way, based on the changes in terms of
textbooks and teaching content.

This study reminds us of our mission to develop sufficient teaching
materials and teaching methods regarding contemporary music, with the
purpose of active progress of the contemporary music education. In
addition, for the development of contemporary music, constant efforts will
be required among textbook writers, teachers and students. If some factors
come together, such as textbooks changes, teacher efforts for a better
class environment and student interest in contemporary music, a great
change can happen and this will contribute to positively influencing
contemporary music education. I expect that this can bring changes to

activate contemporary music education.
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