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ABSTRACT

The Effects of ECE Teachers’ Social Emotional
Competencies, Teacher Efficacy on Child-Teacher

Relationship

Park, Min-a
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to examine how early childhood teachers
perceive their own social and emotional competencies, teacher efficacy and
child-teacher relationship and to analyze the effects of teachers social and
emotional competencies and teacher efficacy on the child-teacher

relationship.

The research questions according to the purpose of this research were
as follows.

1. What is the general tendency of the teachers’ social and emotional
competencies, teacher efficacy and the child-teacher relationship?

2. What is the correlation between the teachers’ social and emotional

competencies, teacher efficacy and the child-teacher relationship?
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3. What is the effect of the teachers’ social and emotional competencies
and teacher efficacy on the child-teacher relationship.

This study was conducted on 296 teachers in kindergartens and daycare
centers located in Seoul, Gyeonggi and Chungcheong areas. In order to
measure the teachers’ social and emotional competencies, the tool of Ko,
Kuk Young(2015), who modified the student inspection tool of Kwon,
Yong-Ung to teachers is used. Kwon, Yong-Ung's tools is based on the
research of Payton and developed by Merrell et al. (2007). In order to
measure the teacher efficacy, Shin, Hae Young(2004)’s tool is modified and
used to suit both the kindergarten and daycare circumstance. Shin, Hae
Young(2004)’s tool was modified for general Kkindergarten circumstance
based on the Science Teaching Efficacy Belief Instrument(STEBI)
developed by Enochs and Riggs (1990). In addition, to measure the
child-teacher relationship, Pianta (2001)'s Student Teacher Relationship
Scale(STRS) was used, which was adapted to Korean context by Jeong,
Hyelin(2017).

The data collected in this study were analyzed using SPSS 26.0 for
windows. Descriptive statistics were conducted to find out the general
tendencies of the teachers’ social emotional and competencies, the teacher
efficacy and the child-teacher relationship. To determine the relationship
between teachers’ social emotional and competencies, the teacher efficacy
and the the child-teacher relationship, Pearson's product moment
correlation analysis was conducted. And to determine the multiple
regression was conducted to find out the effect of teachers’ social

emotional competency and teacher efficacy on the infant-teacher
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relationship. And multiple regression analysis was conducted to investigate
the effect of the teachers’ social and emotional competencies and the
teacher efficacy on the child-teacher relationship.

The results obtained through this study were as follows.

First, from the result of examining the general tendencies of the
teachers’ social and emotional competencies, the teacher efficacy and the
child-teacher relationship, early childhood teachers are highly aware of the
teachers’ social and emotional competencies and generally highly aware of
the teacher efficacy and the child-teacher relationship.

Second, there was a meaningful positive correlation between the teachers’
social and emotional competencies, the teacher efficacy and the
child-teacher relationship. Among them, the relationship between the
teachers’ social and emotional competencies and the teacher efficacy
showed the highest static correlation.

Third, as a result of analyzing the effects of the teachers’ social
emotional competency and the teacher efficacy on the overall child-teacher
relationship, the teachers’ social emotional competency and the teacher
efficacy explain the child-teacher relationship meaningful. Among them, the
teacher efficacy has the most explanatory power for the child-teacher
relationship.

This study examined the relationship between the teachers’ social and
emotional competencies and the teacher efficacy in the child-teacher
relationship, as far as the investigation of the social and emotional
competencies for early childhood teachers was insufficient. The result of

this study suggests that it will contribute to the qualitative growth of
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early childhood education by recognizing the importance of the teachers’
social and emotional competencies, which is a factor influencing the
child-teacher relationship, and identifying the teacher efficacy which

perform a positive function for the teacher.
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