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ABSTRACT

AN ANALYSIS OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES-RELATED

CONTENT IN MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS

- WITH AN EMPHASIS ON THE FOURTH AND SEVENTH
CURRICULUMS-BASED TEXTBOOKS OF SOCIAL SCIENCE IN MIDDLE
AND HIGH SCHOOL-

Kim, Hye-Lim
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The objective of this study is to examine some differences of
textbooks in middle and high school before and after the
democratization of Korea in terms of describing political parties. If the
teenagers of this country didn't receive an adequate education as to the
politics of political parties, it could be quite a big problem for its future
democracy; if they think of the politics of political parties as a
macroscopic form of social conflicts that has nothing to do with their
own life, they might become indifferent to the politics eventually when
they grow up. It is thus very important for their school to play a certain
role in terms of making them realize the importance of political parties

in the democracy and helping them take part in it. This study is focused



on their school textbooks, among others, since they are the basic
material and the most important tool for learning.

In this study, speaking in concrete terms, are compared and analyzed
the political parties-related contents of the fourth and seventh
curriculums-based textbooks of social sciencein middle and high
school, which are divided into four areas: the notion and function of a
political party, its type and system, the political parties amongst voters
and the problems of modern political parties.

The main result of this study through analysis is as follows:

Firstly, compared to the fourth curriculum-based textbooks, there have
been some positive changes in the seventh curriculum-based ones in
terms of describing political parties. While the former deals with some
basic content only, the latter contains all elements of the aforesaid four
areas concerning political parties. And there has been more description
as to the reality of the society in the latter. Although there isn't a
conspicuous difference in terms of describing the notion and function of
a political party, as well as its type and system, only the seventh
curriculums—-based textbooks deal with the areas concerning the
political parties amongst voters and the problems of modern political
parties. Types of political parties aren't described in any form and
shape in either kind of textbooks.

Secondly, comparing the contents of seventh -curriculum-based
textbooks, those of high school don't contain as concrete material as
those of middle school in terms of describing political parties. The

former, despite the expectations to contain more material than the



latter, fails to deal with the area concerning the political parties
amongst voters in concrete terms. As far as the problems of modern
political parties are concerned, there isn't a conspicuous difference
between middle and high school textbooks. On the contrary, those of
middle school contain more material concerning the problems of modern
political parties than those of high school. If the high school students
merely continue studying at the samelevel of what they have already
learned in middle school, their learning as to the politics would turn out
to be only repetitive. Considering that they are going to have a right to
vote within two to three years, they are supposed to learn to
understand the importance of interaction with political parties.

Here are some suggestions as to the politicalparties—related content in
the middle and high school textbooks:

Firstly, there isn't a difference of standpoint, no matter how much is
described as to the matter concerning the political parties, which
proves that there is no qualitative development of the related material.
This is because the textbooks fail to deal with actual changes of the
soclety. It is thus necessary to provide students with textbooks that
contain qualitatively upgraded material rather than what is merely
quantitatively improved.

Secondly, it 1s necessary to provide students with theoretical
knowledge and information as to the type and system of political
parties. The history of political parties shows that only one party gained
overall supremacy or sustained dominating power in Korea and that its

politics repeats the same old style of political turmoil process. And the



current textbooks of political science fail to provide students with some
standards in terms of how to judge the particular situation of Korean
politics; it 1s thus necessary to teach them as to the types of political
parties, which were never dealt with previously.

Thirdly, the education should contribute to bringing up future citizens
who will try to make some changes to the political situation of Korea,
where people tend to mistrust political parties and there isn't an active
interaction between them. It is thus necessary for high school textbooks
to deal with the relationship between voters and political parties and the

problems of modern political parties at a more in—depth level.
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