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ABSTRACT

An Analysis and Comparison of Goethe's ‘Harfenspieler’ of
Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre by Schubert, Schumann and

Wolf's Lied

SeungHwa Lee
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin Woman’s University

This thesis compares the ‘Harfenspieler’ poem, derived from a novel
Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe(1749—1832),
was set to music by Franz Schubert (1797-1828), Robert
Schumann(1818—1856), and Hugo Wolf(1860—1903). This document is
limited to search three songs, ‘Wer nie sein Brot Trinen ass’, ‘Wer sich
der Einsamkeit ergibt’, and ‘An die Tiiren’. Those three songs are related
to a personal life in four songs of ‘Harfenspieler’.

This study begins with a brief summary of Goethe’s life and an overview
of his literary works for a theoretical background of an analysis and

summarizes a story of a novel Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre focused on a
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character Harfners. in the novel. Before comparing the piece
‘Harfenspieler’, this thesis researches a text of a song ‘Mignon’, which is
used in three different songs ‘Kennst du das Land’, ‘Nur wer die
Sehnsucht kennt’, and ‘Heiss mich nicht reden’, to establish a view of
comparative analysis. Researching the text of ‘Mignon’ is the way to set
three comparative viewpoints of ‘Harfenspieler’.

The first comparative viewpoint through the research of the ‘Mignon’ by
three composers is a relationship between linguistic rhythms of the poem
and musical rhythms of three pieces by each composer. In the second
viewpoint, Goethe’s poetry is analysed in depth to show three composers’
translations of poetic meaning into their music and to reveal the deep
affinity. The last aspect shows a role and musical language of the piano
accompanying in the piece. By applying three comparative viewpoints to
the song ‘Harfenspieler’, this document confirms the way of how the three
composers have established their own musical ability and interpretation
with a same text by applying three distinct facets.

The conclusions by three comparative viewpoints are as below. First of
all, the three composers have matched their linguistic and musical rhythms
with the poem’s linguistic and musical rhythms as we can recognize it in
their pieces. Robert Schumann, however, did not follow same stress of
Goethe’s poem and had the distinction of adding his own interpretation
into the word to shown his creativity. Second, Wolf utilized Goethe’s
original poem, however, Schubert and Schumann attempted to elide and
repeat a certain word of the poem to emphasis the poetic meaning in their

music and the word is often shown in a chorus part. The last conclusion
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is that all composers portrayed an old man, who is playing the harp, with
arpeggio figures. Various tempo markings and rhythm patterns instantly
create sounding as a walking old man.

All three composers have created many similarities between the poem and
their piano accompaniment parts including arpeggios and rhythm patterns.
It confirms a reason that why they were considered as significant

composers in a genre of the art songs.
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