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ABSTRACT

(Gac—ac Kim Su-on’s

Literary Conscilousness and Poetry

Rha, Min Jeong

Department of Chinese Classics
Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

To identify the literary value of Gae-ae(ifefe) Kim Su-on(<:5Fi)(140
9~1481)’s poems, this study examined his life, a custom respecting
literature at that time, his academic world(Eift:#), Literary Consciousness
(XEEH)and poetry(FFit #), and the significance of his work in literary
history in order(ZCE 51 EF).

Looking into his life and a custom respecting literature, this study
illuminated the literary background enabling Gae-ae’s poems to be created.
This study tried to understand how his ideas harmonizing Confucianism
and Buddhism(fF - #FF1E M) could formed, observing his life. Reviewing
literary trends of the times, this study found out literary characteristics
required in the early Chosun Dynasty (8 ff T 58 i ).

Regarding his academic world and literary consciousness, this study
examined Gae-ae’s own literary world by identifying organic relationship

between the two. Gae-ae established a broad academic world combining



Buddhism and Confucianism based on Zhu xi's ethics(k1£2). In relation
to literary consciousness, this study looked into his literary consciousness
formed based on his academic world.

Concerning his poetry, overall characteristics of Gae-ae’s poems were
examined by dividing formal characteristics and content. Regarding formal
characteristics, his poems showed various verse forms and rhyme forms
which are free from form. It is noteworthy that he freely used rhymes and
antitheses within the rules of poems. This study looked into the content of
his poems by dividing the themes into four: pursuing Confucian life,
conflicts in real life, traveler's deep emotions, and a charm of nature. First,
this study found out his virile mind as a Confucian scholar regarding
pursuing Confucian life. Second, in relation to conflicts in real life, this
study noticed that his mine was troubled by criticism though he appeared
not to care about it. Third, his world as a traveler could be understood
through traveler's deep emotions. He also showed simple and kind aspects.
Fourth, concerning a charm of nature, his sensible poetry could be seen
though poems full of lyric emotions.

Considering the results of this study, this study found out that Gae-ae
expressed the spirit and will as a Confucian scholar by creating literary
works based on Sung Confucianism which was the absolute philosophy of
the time. However, he also added Buddhist colors to his works, enriching
them. He established a poetic world covering thinking and emotions by

expression his true emotions through poems.
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