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ABSTRACT

The Education Method about Politics during

Gwanghaegun Regime

Ha Yu Ra
History Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin University

Japanese invasions of Korea in the late 16th century had a great
influence on Joseon society. Leading people of the society including royal
family couldn't be free from the responsibility of the war that left
tremendous damages in the society. Therefore, they had to find methods
to recover their authority by stabilizing the society and regaining
people’s trust after the war ended. On the other hand, people were put
to the situation that they had to pay a lot of taxes although they lost
foundation of existence such as land and labor force.

Gwanghaegun executed war resistance activities leading Bunjo during
the war. After coming to throne, he made it priority to reduce difficulties
of people in order to operate Joseon society normally. Therefore, he
appointed nonpartisan officials who have many experiences and developed

innovation with them. With suggestion by Lee Won Ik, a prime minister
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of the Joseon dynasty, and decision by Gwanghaegun, the public impost
system was reformed, and Daedongbeob was enacted. This was the
result of difficult decision opposed by the north advancing group and
noble landowners, who contributed to his enthronement.

The reason the reform of the public impost system was taken
importantly was there were great negative effects of bangnab, in the
situation that a tribute accounted for the most portion among the
sources of national income. Daedongbeob was established after
sadaedong, which was autonomically operated as the alternative of
bangnab among people, became the national system. The daedongbeob
was enacted only in Gyeonggi region. However, there were very
important accomplishments in that the tributes that had no distinct
regulation was set to be 16 mal of rice per 1 tax unit according to the
whole tax units, and in that landowners had to pay the tributes so
common people’s burdens were reduced.

However, political reform during Gwanghaegun regime couldn’t last
long. The north advancing group pursued monopoly of power instead of
coexistence with other political groups. The north advancing group led
administration of the major criminal cases, and furthermore, they
manipulated and expanded it only to exclude other political groups from
the politics. As a result of continuing administration of the major
criminal cases, Imhaegun and Yeongchangdaegun were Kkilled, and
Inmokdaebi was incarcerated. In this situation, Gwanghaegun developed
practical diplomacy trying to talk to Post-Jin Dynasty in the diplomacy

with Ming Dynasty and Post-Jin Dynasty. However, his diplomacy
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sparkled a strong opposition of Yangban noble people who opposed to
talking to Post-Jin Dynasty by saying they had to repay Ming's favor.
In addition, Gwanghaegun lost popularity when he built palace by
imposing separate taxes. He was gradually losing his foundation of
support, was Iisolated from officials and was dethroned by Injo
Restoration.

To understand the political situation during Gwanghaegun regime,
especially the meaning of daedongbeob operated as one of the political
reforms, students should have the understanding of overall history of the
period first. Therefore, in this study, the political situation during
Gwanghaegun regime was comprehensively organized. Next, the study
compared and analyzed how &8 highschool Korean history textbooks
describe the political situation of this period and suggested
improvements. Based on this, this study suggested a debate class to
teach the political situation of Gwanghaegun period effectively. Setting
up the enactment of daedongbeob as a debate topic, the study made each
student group represent the king, officials, landowners and common
people In order for the students to understand the political situation of

the period more profoundly.
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