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Abstract

A Study on Course of Change of “Shilcheon Yejeol”,
After Independence

Kim Jeong Hwa

Major in Propriety and Tea—-Ceremony
Dept. of Cultural Industry
Graduate School of Cultural Industry

Sungshin Women'’s University

In this article we intend to consider on changing process of “Shilcheon
Yejeol” from aspect of contemporary social situation. During this study, we
referred to documents and media in search for definition of “Shilcheon
Yejeol”, researched on movements on “Shilcheon Yejeol” and their social
backgrounds, and studied on “Shilcheon Yejeol” changing with the social

situations.

This article divides the changing process into three stages: Chaotic
Stage, Establishment Stage, and Development Stage. Based on this
division, we studied on development of movements on “Shilcheon Yejeol”
and trend of documents, in correlation with social backgrounds of each

stage.

The first stage, Chaotic Stage takes place in period from independence
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to the year 1980. This stage has undergone a disorder from lack of proper
form of “Yejeol” in match with industrialized urban society, along with
conflict between “Shilcheon Yejeol” of traditional Korea and etiquette of
western hemisphere. The society of this stage was also going through
times of great changes, with independence followed by ideological conflict
between left and right, the Korean War, economic collapse, and rapid
industrialization and urbanization after 1960. Activities on “Shilcheon
Yejeol” have mostly been conducted by government in institutional forms,
but have failed to gain sympathy from the mass, which was suffering
from economic difficulties. Documentations were mostly in forms of
dictionary format, being treated as a kind of educational books for women.
Its contents were also inconsistent, with western and Korean traditions
conflicting with each other, and therefore being inadequate to actually

contribute in practice of “Shilcheon Yejeol”.

The Establishment Stage takes place from year 1981 to 2000. In this
stage, some elements of etiquettes have been adopted into traditional
Korean “Shilcheon Yejeol”, refining the “Shilcheon Yejeol” so that they
could actually be practiced in real life. In the social background of this era
there was '88 Seoul Olympics, Improvement of quality and diversion of
forms of life from economic growth, and changes of business
environments. In this stage, education of “Shilcheon Yejeol” has been
widespread in need of development of civic consciousness, mainly lead by
private educational institutions of “Shilcheon Yejeol” dealing with education
of “Shilcheon Yejeol”. In realization of need of realistic “Shilcheon Yejeol”,

these institutions developed “Shilcheon Yejeol” that are eligible of
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practicing in modern urban society. The number of published documents
concerning the topic began to grow in since 1988, and by the 1990s more
than 10 of the documents were published every year. Documents aiming
for the settlement of “Shilcheon Yejeol” have been published by the
institutions, along with publish of documents for teenagers, international
etiquettes, and business etiquettes, all in reflection of their social

background.

The Development Stage starts from 2001. From this period the
activities and education concerning “Shilcheon Yejeol” have greatly been
invigorated. With the society being informationized, globalized,
multi-culturized and aging, more and more North Korean defectors are
settling in Korea while the families are becoming nuclearized. Meanwhile it
1s also going through technological innovations, raising new need for new
and improvised “Shilcheon Yejeol” for the new way of life. In the
movement of practical education, educational institutes are established
nationwide. To gain professionalism of the instructors of the institutes,
training programs and license system has been introduced. Over 20
documents on “Shilcheon Yejeol” are being published every year, most of
them concerning international etiquettes. A variety of books on business
“Yejeol” are also being published, along with books introducing “Yejeol” of
other cultures and books about communication “Yejeol” in reflection of

information era.

As a result of this study, it has been found that forms of “Shilcheon
Yejeol” change with the changes of social situations. Also, trend published

documents are also found to be changing according to contemporary
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demands on certain categories of “Shilcheon Yejeol”. However, no matter
how forms of “Yejeol” change, it should always be found on its very
essences. respect to parents and respect to others. Therefore, its future
orientations should be based on those essences. The suggestions on future

orientation of “Shilcheon Yejeol” are as follow.

First, in education of “Yejeol”, its emphasis should be on its essence,

respect, rather than its forms.

Second, contents of educations from “Shilcheon Yejeol” related

institutions scattered over the country must be standardized.

Third, activities of the institutions must be supported from the political

level.

Fourth, new “Shilcheon Yejeol” documentations with new perception

and concept must be published.

Fifth, social recognition about the importance of educations of

“Shilcheon Yejeol’within home must be improved.

Sixth, a measure to overcome the difference of “Yejeol” between North
and South Korea must be prepared from government level, in preparation

of reunification of Korea.

Seventh, “Yejeol”-cultural programs must be strengthened for

immigrants from other cultures.
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