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ABSTRACT

Investigation of the Curriculum Perceptions of Orchestral Music
Majors and Comparison of Orchestral Music Curriculums

- With a focus on school of music in Seoul -

Boahra, Lee

Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

This study set out to investigate the curriculum perceptions of
students specializing in orchestral music, compare orchestral music
curriculums, and examine whether the orchestral music curriculums
were appropriately organized according to social changes to help them
choose their careers. The study also aimed at looking into the
students' practical curriculum needs in the process of choosing a
career, proposing directions for improving the curriculum, and assisting
them in making better career choices with a broader viewpoint.

A survey was taken with juniors and seniors specializing in



orchestral music to see what kind of curriculum they needed to build a
career in society. The survey results were used to analyze the
educational goals and curriculums of the orchestral music major.

The survey responses from orchestral music majors were as follows:

A majority of orchestral music majors were satisfied with their major
choice, ad 87.1% of the students hoped to have a career related to
their major or music after graduation.

The respondents were mostly satisfied with the orchestral music
curriculum and said the curriculum provided average or no assistance
for them to make a career plan. They identified "no exchanges with
other majors," "a curriculum only for performers," and "lack of
advanced practice lessons of the major" as problems with choosing a
career after graduation. According to them, the graduates fail to get a
job because of the limited scope of career choice for orchestral music
majors and the low connections between the orchestral music
curriculum and fields of employment.

The students also pointed to a need for the curriculums and
educational goals of the orchestral music major to change according to
the development and changes of modern society, saying that the major
should seek after "professional vocational education to help the
students make a good career choice" and "functional development
education to produce professional performers."

The biggest number of them said that the school should provide
"lessons connected to the field of culture" and "practical music

lessons" to help the students pick a career related to their major after



graduation. They chose "music and management," "music appreciation
and criticism," and "research on music and science" as the theoretical
courses for the major to pursue. They believed that such practice
courses as '"practice of orchestra repertoires," "music pedagogy,"
n . . n n . . n

practice of contemporary music," and "practice of early music" would

have some influence on their career choices.

The examination results of orchestral music curriculums were as
follows:

Music colleges and orchestral music majors in Seoul were compared
for educational goals. As a result, they had many universal educational
goals and provided no curriculum designed to bring up talents across
many different musical fields. Eight universities were compared for the
organization and operation of the orchestral music major system. The
results reveal that seven of them allowed for double major and minor
and six of them provided teacher training courses. Most of them put
no institutional restrictions on the early graduation system, but the
curriculum characteristics of the orchestral music major made it
impossible for the students to take advantage of the system.

The analysis results of orchestral music courses in each college by
the areas show that the segmentation of personal major practice areas,
lack of profound practice, and high proportion of concerts and
ensembles reduced opportunities to select other elective courses. The
areas of musical theories mostly included similar courses, and there

were no various courses on music teaching methods. Most of the



schools provided courses of similar kind for the musical areas other
than the major with some offering characteristic courses for the areas,
which raises a need to allow the students to freely choose the elective

major areas and offer diverse courses.
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