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Formative process of Confucius’ theory of responsible ego

- Centering on <Joa-Jun> and <the Analects of Confucius> -

Chun, Young mi

Dept. of Chinese Literature
Graduate School of
SungShin Women's University

The study about Suh-Ju era and Dong-Ju era was centered on the
establishment of social order and the chaos caused by the dissolution
of a system. The social order of Suh-Ju era was set up by the
establishment of the system which was made by Jugong, and the
chaos of Chunchu era was caused by the collapse of a system.
However, the special feature of a certain era cannot be explained
only by the establishment and collapse of social order. The reason is
that each era has its own social situation and special features and
the unique characteristic of each era comes out by many factors
occurred in its own situation. Therefore, in this study I will analyze
several factors occurred in the political and social situation of
Suh-Ju and Dong-Ju era and examine the characteristic of each era.
Furthermore, T will review how a new system of an idea would be
formed in its own situation of each era. And I will examine how
Confucius who faced an upheaval of Chunchu era realized and
practiced a sense of responsibility about coexistent society in
conjunction with its own social situation.

Suh-Ju was a clan society and became a nation through a
confederation with the surrounding nations. King Mu increased his



power through entering into matrimony with the surrounding tribes,
and founded a country of Suh-Ju as a chief by settling their disputes
and forming a federation with them. However, because of sudden
death of King Mu and enthronement of young King Sung, Ju dynasty
as a new country which was not settled yet was at a political and
military crisis. Jugong complying with King Mu’s wish tried to
conquer the east and prepare the system for the basis of government
to bring a nation under control. He enacted the feudal system for
solid throne of young King Sung and strong kingship, and formed an
administration system for the efficient running of the country. Also
he set up the military system to cope with the invasion of other
nations. Jugong did his best to provide system and rules for durable
running of the country.

However, practically Ju dynasty continued its dynasty through
strong ruling power rather than system and rules, and governed the
nations of feudal lords by asking them to fulfill provided obligations.
However, relatively an emperor’s ruling power became weaker and
was denied very often, according as the power of feudal nations or
other nations became strong.

In principle, a legitimate son could succeed to the throne. However,
the succession to the throne was gradually made by ‘the power’
rather than a legitimate son. And military forces organized for the
protection of a Royal family from other nations came to betray Ju
dynasty. In this manner, the idea of the early Ju dynasty to
overcome unstable political situation only through establishment of
the system came to be a principle without effectiveness.

In chapter I, T will examine Suh-Ju era laying stress on the
ruling power that was practically demonstrated by Ju dynasty for
continuance of the dynasty and strong kingship. Through this study I
will multilaterally scrutinize the understanding of Suh-Ju era which
was within the confines of establishment of the system, and provide
an opportunity to discuss Suh-Ju era from another new angle.



Dong-Ju era has been defined as chaos period from the collapse
of social order. The authority of the emperor was challenged and
undermined from the dissolution of the feudal system, and social
chaos was maximized from struggles for hegemony between feudal
nations. In the meantime, researchers tried to explain the chaos of
Dong-Ju era with a premise that Suh-Ju's social stability was made
through its perfect system. However, Dong-Ju era went through a
social upheaval by economic, social, and cultural factors, and
therefore social changes occurred sporadically. That is to say, feudal
nations built an economic foundation through growth in manual
industry and active trade of commodities, and built up the military
strength due to improved tactics by production of weapons, and
therefore could show independence politically and socially.

Therefore, in chapter III, I will examine how commercial and
industrial development and the spread of ironware culture impacted
on the economic power and military strength of feudal nations. Also
I will study how feudal nations had their own management of
political situation and how individual demand for rights and interests
of each class emerged.

The study about the social aspect of Dong-Ju era highlighted only
the negative aspect caused by the spread of independence of feudal
nations, and therefore overlooked feudal nations’ consciousness of
social responsibility and the management of political situation.

Therefore, I will consider management of political situation of
feudal nations that realized social responsibility in Dong-Ju era and
tried to manage the political situation on the basis of social
responsibility, and will study individuals who realized and pursued
social responsibility in a tempestuous period.

In chapter IV, T will examine feudal nations’ consciousness and
fulfillment of responsibility showed in Dong-Ju era. Through this
examination we will understand how Confucius’ theory of responsible
ego was formed and developed.



Until now Confucius’ political idea was understood as restoration
of propriety system of Ju era or attainment of benign administration
by a virtuous man. However, Confucius aimed at enduring coexistent
society beyond governing the country by a particular man of virtue.
Confucius insisted that each individual should realize social
responsibility and therefore build up coexistent society. The
coexistent society established through responsible ego is presented
as ‘'benevolence’. However, 'benevolence’ was explained as virtues
for moral character or perfect personality, sympathy for harmony,
attitude like consideration rather than the meaning of coexistent
society. This understanding of ‘benevolence’ has existed in the
society of those days. Feudal lords or hermits of those days
criticized that ‘benevolence’ could not be an alternative to overcome
a tempestuous period. However, Confucius held that building up
coexistent society might be the only alternative to overcome a
turbulent period. His ‘benevolence’ means durable social integration
and coexistent society beyond personal cultured virtues or attitude
like consideration.

To make this clear, in chapter V, I will examine the characteristic
of responsible ego, and inquire into the meaning of coexistent
society through a new interpretation about self-restraint, and
consider the embodiment process of coexistent society. Through this
study, we will ascertain that the ultimate purpose of ‘the theory of
responsible ego’ is in attainment of coexistent society.

key words : Ju dynasty, administration system, feudal nations,
commercial development, ironware culture, Confucius,
social responsibility, coexistent society.
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