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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characteristic and Application of Education

Thoughts of Confucius and Mencius

Kwon, Min-seok
Ethics Education Major
The Graduate School of Education

SungShin Women' s University

This thesis examined education thought of Confucius and Mencius. That
is, it was intended to suggest a plan to overcome today’s problems of
education through education thought of Confucius and Mencius. Thought
of Confucius and Mencius is human-centered. However, today’s education
focuses on materials, status, and knowledge acquisition, rather than human.
As the result, even though quantity of knowledge is accumulated, it is
difficult to assert that quality of life is increased. It is believed that
today’s education is conducting a biased education if we think of a simple
proposition that education is to make human as true human. In today’s
education containing numerous problems such as lecture-based education,
education for finding jobs, and English immersion education, well-rounded

education must be supplemented more.



First of all, the author analyzed the understanding of human and a basic
thought centering on benevolence(/-) by Confucius and Mencius. Confucius
and Mencius had thought human as positive existence and had thought
that anyone can become a saint(#A) if human restore their inherited
human nature. These thoughts imply possibility of educating human
ultimately. They insist that anyone can become an ideal human by
education. Also, Confucius and Mencius have suggested virtues that human
should possess through benevolence as the highest virtue. The benevolence
always played the most important foundation in educational goal,
educational contents, and teacher’s qualification.

With this viewpoint of human character and thought of benevolence,
Confucius and Mencius have set educational purpose as completion of
ideal human. By Confucius and Mencius, an ideal human means moral
human like a saint and noble man(#f ). For achieving this purpose,
contents of education for cultivating virtues and education methods by
individual talents must go side by side for achieving big effects. It is
because an education for cultivating virtues cannot be accomplished if
individual talents are not found out.

Education contents of Confucius and Mencius mostly focus more on
cultivating virtues than knowledge. The scriptures of The Six Classics(-\2k)
and The Six Subjects(-N#¥) that Confucius had taught to his disciples have
consisted of contents in order to cultivate human’s morality and techniques
and arts had appended with morality cultivation.

There are difference between education methods of Confucius and



Mencius and modern education. They conducted proper education after
identifying individual ability first. Since individual ability is revealed
through individuality, they conducted education after identifying
individuality clearly. Looking at reality of today’s education in Korea,
education of cherishing individuality is disappeared and focused on a
standardized education. Therefore, in order to understand individuality of
students, the number of students covered by one teacher must be reduced
to the minimum. Of course, even though it may be difficult to apply
easily because it is related to education budget, it is an education policy
which must be implemented within the nearliest future in terms of a
long-term perspective. This is not limited to elementary, middle, and high
schools only. The same phenomena are also repeated in universities. If the
same current method is continued, we cannot expect education with
individuality education. In modern society where individuality is to be
important, if education not to be cherishing individuality is conducted,
paradoxical results will be derived.

Therefore, in order to become an education of recognizing differences of
all existences and of pursuing harmony between different existences based
on educational spirits of Confucius and Mencius, thorough identification of
individuality must be carried out.

Also, educators’ personality was considered as important because
education was known to achieve the biggest effects of education through
role models of teachers. These educational methods are indirect educational

methods. It is not through direct teaching behaviors but it is education of



influencing through educators” behaviors. It must be an educational method
revealing lots of differences compared to today’s method. In addition,
educational effects were increased naturally by education method of
comparison, of helping understanding of students, and of question and
answer.

Education method and education contents of Confucius and Mencius can
become an alternative to overcome problems confronting on modern
education. Nurturing wholistic human by The Six Subjects is the very way.
Such a human with wisdom, virtue, and physical strength(#- & %) can be
grown as a righteous member of the society so that education must be
established toward this ultimate goal.

As an idea of liberal democracy has been smeared in education, all
human consider individual freedom and right to be important, and because
of that, an issue of infringement and status on educational authority are
at really serious situation. Therefore, development of intellectual virtue(#'{Z)
through students cultivation became an urgent priority.

Expansion of four beginnings(/4%s) by Mencius can be education contents
which fully satisfy such a meaning. If human’s good nature is manifested
as it is, people can become not only a perfect man in personality but also
a role model for other people so that indirect effects of education can be
achieved. However, if students do not have a desire to develop and
enlarge this ability, education will become more harm than good.

Thoughts of Confucius and Mencius are consistent in love and practice

of human with a human-oriented. Accordingly, direction of education must



restore inherited human nature and education must implement with such a
human nature. It may be contrary to modern education in which
everything is focused on fulfill individual greed. Our education has been
changed a lot with time, but the current reality confronting to us can be
said no existence of education. For overcoming phenomenon of non-
existence of education, it is believed that this is right time to pay attention
once again to education for the human nature restoring of Confucius and

Mencius.
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