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ABSTRACT

The State of Parental Training in Public Kindergartens

and Teachers’ Recognition about Parental Training

Shin, Hye-sun
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate school of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study was conducted to assess the state of parental training in
public kindergartens, and to suggest solutions to enliven existing

parental training programs.

Four areas concerning parental training were investigated, namely:
1) the actual state of parental training in public kindergarten

2) the method of implementation

3) the teacher’s recognition about such training and

4) the difficulties encountered in carrying out these programs.

Questionnaires based on previous outputs of Lee, Hee-lan (2001)
Hwang, Hyun-kyung (2004) Park, Eun-suk (2006) and Kim, Eun

(2001) were administered to public kindergartens located in Kyunggido



Yeoju. Returned questionnaires were used to take sample of frequency
and percentage with SAS 9.1. To complement the result of the study,

consultations with 6 teachers were also done.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. The study found that parental trainings were conducted in most
public kindergartens to strengthen home instruction and
nurseryeducation. This training, generally held for 1-2 hours a week,
use materials from the Ministry of Education and the media. Parental
training dealt much with wisdom of living and giving information,
while schoolchildren’s training focused on basic living habit formation.
Programs for fathers were also conducted. Correspondence paper and
brochures, counseling parents’ volunteer activity, school visits, and
class instructions were the most widespread methods in parental

training.

2. Questionnaires were the most frequently used as a testing
instrument and evaluation during teacher’s conference and cooperative
evaluation by teachers and parents was the next place. When there
were no extra evaluation carried out, as the reason, people were apt
to consider that the respond was already seen during parental training
session, which stood the highest rank. There were those responds
that they hadn’t had enough time to do and they hadn’t felt keenly

the necessity of it.



3. Teachers’ recognition about parental training was fairly positive
since they perceive this as very helpful in consistent instruction
through the exchange of opinion between Kkindergarten and home. In
proportion to this consciousness-raising, teachers’ training for parental

training was required.

4. The difficulties 1dentified in conducting such programs were
involvement of parents, time constraint, lack of eligible instructors,

and cost.

To revitalize parental training programs, it would be necessary to
develop a system that would encourage parents’ participation activate
operation system, facilitate the diffusion of instruction materials and

enhance teacher training.
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