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ABSTRACT

Research on sculpture of bench as a public art

- Perspectives on art works of the author -

Lee, Chang-Hee

Majored in Sculpture

Graduate School of Convergence Design and Arts
Sungshin Womem's University

Along with a cultural or a civilizational development of a mankind, art
had extended its meaning and had undergone development of its own.
Nowadays art not only seeks for beauty in a conventional ways such as
paintings of scenery or portrait of a person, it also searches for artistic

value from various subject in everyday life and are applied in artistic ways.

In the 21st century, public art in modern society are exposed to public
in an open space and intend to communicate with a general audience
directly. Therefore, artists involved in public art must be aware of
audience’s direct involvement in the art works and provide experiences
that enrich everyday lives. In the art works represented in the thesis,
extension of meaning of public art had been researched with a focus on

communication with audience.

A curvature created by flowing water in nature and the shape of ruler
had been the motives of the bench work, an artistic furniture serving its

purpose in public. The shape of ruler represents the measure of standards



set by modern society and the flowing water represents visual or
psychological flexibility of mankind. A combination of a curvature and a
straight line represent public welfares and the freedom at the same time.
A confrontation of strict rules and standards of public welfare and

flexibility of freedom are intended to mutually supplement of each other.

Bench in the art works serve more than their function as a place to sit.
They contain the concept of openness and the structural figures as they
will be placed in an open space for the public. Structural figure of bench
could be combined with environmental aspects and it is important that
they must be designed in harmony with the surroundings. Bench must be
user friendly taking into account of convenience and the state of mind of
users. On top of the two former aspects of bench, benches also possess
communication and cultural aspects such as rest, peace, encounter and
harmony. Hence benches could be considered to have important role in
modern society in terms of emotion and culture. Public place is not just a
place for encounters. It's a place of social and cultural welfares with
encounters, peace, communication and rest. Benches in public space must
serve visual and cultural satisfaction and the responsibility of such mission

is at hand of artists.

The thesis takes deep dive into art works and is organized in three
sections. In the introduction, purpose and the methodology of art works
are depicted. In the second section, background information on art works
and the formative representation methodology are described. In the

conclusion, overview of the thesis is given with the future works.
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