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ABSTRACT

Baekdu Mountain and Its East-North Flowing Streams
on the Old Map of Korea

Moon Sang Myeoung

Ph.D. Thesis Research,

Department of Geography,

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

(Supervised by Professor Yang Bo Kyung)

The 'national sovereign' sees Baekdu mountain and its area as the 'line'
of the 'national board' and the 'manifest point of view’, however, China
i1s resisting that viewpoint of the national sovereign on Baekdu mountain.
This area of Korea is the 'trans—border area' that consisted of the
'sides' made of countless residential districts from the people when they
move back and forth at the frontier area. Since the old maps are the
unique material that reflect the old figures of the area in visual and
synthetic perspectives, they makes it possible to comprehend the area
where people who drew the maps used to live and where the society
recognized once we contemplate Baekdu mountain and its area on the
old maps. The analyses of the old maps could be the most appropriate

research methodologies to discuss the space of the trans—border area.
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There have been various and abundant researches on many academic
fields about Manchu area including Baekdu mountain. Most of the
researches dealt with the frontier issue with China, and the
characteristics of studies are divided into history, toponym, International
law, International relations, border studies trends, and watershed
system. The border issues for the watershed system have been studied
mostly through the historical literatures and geographic materials,
however, there is almost no watershed system of border study with old

maps.

This research aims to analyze Baekdu mountain are with its the north
east flowing and east flowing streams which are the issues on the old
maps. Also, it will analyze the north—eastern flows, Heukryong river;
Songhwa river; Sockpyung river; Tomoon river; Boongye river; Dooman
river, from Baekdu mountain which have been the border settlement
issues since Josun dynasty. Out of 248 old maps that Baekdu mountain
area and Manchu were drew, 160 maps were utilized for the research,

leaving out the other maps that don't mark out Baekdu mountain at all.

The old maps were analyzed mainly after defining Baekdu mountain
expressions and finding the articles about Baekdu mountain
north—eastern flows. There are four Baekdu mountain expressions such
as Backdu mountain name, Cheonji marking, the features of Baekdu
mountain expressions, and cycles. Also, the four articles focused on
Baekdu mountain north-eastern flows which are Baekdu mountain
north—eastern flows, the one stream theory, the two streams theory,
and Boongye river were stated. These eight stereotyped contents
became the basic elements to bring out the universal conceptions on the

old maps. Those universal conceptions were objected through literally
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recorded materials and supplemented by the in—situ survey.

These are the results of the research.

Firstly, there are various information and knowledge on the name of
Baekdu mountain, and it represents the different subjects depend on the
descriptions of the colors and forms. The various names of Chunji also
reflect the symbols and meanings of Baekdu mountain, and these all
expressions and descriptions show the overall conception of Baekdu

mountain.

Secondly, the mainly issued Baekdu mountain's north-eastern flows can
be classified into six different flows which are, (A) the east flowing
Heukryong river at the northern part of Dooman river, (B) the east
flowing Sockpyung river between Dooman and Heukryong river, (C) the
north flowing Tomoon river within the flow that contains Boongye river,
(D) the case of when there is the empty spot between Tomoon and
Boongye river, (E) the case of when the east - east north flowing
Tomoon or Boongye river and they meet with Dooman river, and (F)
the flow that is connected from Baekdu mountain to Dooman river. By
the classifications, it proves that there are various Baekdu mountain

north—eastern flows on the old maps.

Thirdly, the perspectives on the northern area are showing on the old
maps. If we look at the border line of Korean peninsula and China,
Baekdu mountain ~ Dooman river flow, there are the frontier
perceptions that expand the border (A, B, C) or set the border
expanding limit on the northern area (F). Among the flows that contain

Tomoon and Boongye river, ‘D type’ and ‘E type’ bring very different
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perspectives depend on the meaning of Boongye river and the one and

the two rivers theory of Dooman river.

Fourthly, the two streams theory of Tomoon and Doman river explains
the perspective of the northern expansion, and the one stream theory
expresses it by stating Boongye and Sockpyung river as the same one.
However, in the case of the meaning of Boongye river is Haeran river
on the middle of one stream theory map, there is no region expanding
perspective but the same border perspective that Korean peninsula and

China match.

Fifthly, Boongye river is expressed into four different meanings. DIt is
the same river with Sockpyung and shows the regional expanding
perception. @ It is the same river with Tomoon and the down stream of
Tomoon river. @ It expresses the current name, Haeran river. @ It

simply means the river shows the boundary.

Sixthly, as Lee jung ha argued, it proved Tomoon river is Odobaek
river by comparison between the historical and present maps, and it is
different river from Dooman river. However, it is not possible to have a
conclusion that Odobaek river is Tomoon river because there are some
maps described Tomoon river and Dooman river as the same one

among old maps.

Seventhly, the border study is possible only when it is based on the
quantitative analysis of the old maps. The abstract of common
perspectives was possible based on the various old maps, and the
objectification was possible by comparing literal records. Also, the

analysis of the old maps on the overall viewpoints become possible
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when the holistic study starts by supplementing the insufficient contents

through the in-situ survey.

These are the limits of the research will be studied further.

Firstly, the border study of the watershed system through the old maps
is still not enough. It is meaningful that this research has been
processed even in this background, however, having only few old maps
that are made in Korea is the limit of the research. To have the
objective and persuasive research, the analyzing of related old maps
such as Japanese and Chinese are needed. Moreover, the studies on the
old maps need to be conducted in the diverse point of views by
analyzing the maps written by the western who understood and saw the

real northeastern Asia perspectives.

Secondly, the building of Baekdu mountain demarcation stone was the
most event among the time when Korea and China set up the border
conception, and it 1s still debatable whether the building of Baekdu
mountain demarcation stone corresponds with the modern frontier of the
countries. On this research, the demarcation stone was not dealt.
Therefore, a study on the meaning of the demarcation stone building at
the time of when this stone was built should be conducted by the old

maps.

Thirdly, it is not fair to discuss the old maps by comparing with modern
maps since the old maps are drew based on the concepts of how
people back then understood the spaces of the surfaces. It is possible
to explain which north east flowing Baekdu mountain river refers the

river on the current map through the literal records, however, it can not
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be said the rivers drew on the old maps are wrong. For those reasons,
I abstracted the diverse viewpoints by classifying and analyzing the
differently expressed rivers and didn't argued that whether the old maps

are 'correct or wrong'.

There are many researchers who argue that these features of the old
maps are the limits, however, I believe these are actually the ‘licenses’.
The ‘licenses’ of the old maps show the social perceptions and national
images diversely of the old time that if we study a certain space of the
past through the old maps, it could be the most opened research

approached in many different angles.
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