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ABSTRACT

A Study of Maps Included in Official Documents

that were Produced During the Reign of King Gojong

- the Maps Possessed in the Kyujanggak Institute

for Korean Studies, Seoul National University

Lee, Kyung—-Me
Major in geography Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

(Supervised by Professor Yang, Bo-Kyung)

In 1873, when the staunchly isolationist Daeweongun (King Gojong’s
ambitious father) relinquished his decade-long hold on power, King
Gojong declared an independent governance and adopted an open-door
policy. He established diplomatic relationships with foreign countries and
pursued active commercial exchanges. In 1876, he concluded the
Ganghwa Treaty, Korea's first modern treaty which opened Korea's
ports to international trade with Japan. In the 1880s, he established the
Tongli Gimu Amun (the Office for the Management of State Affairs) and
dispatched a delegation for inspection to China, Japan and America. This
was an earnest commencement of an enlightenment policy. After the
establishment of diplomatic relations with western world powers,

information on western geography, geographical knowledge, map making
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skills, and others began flowing into Korea. This in turn brought about
the discontinuation of traditional map making.

Thus far, there has been active research studies on old maps
produced in Korea. On the other hand, except for some research done
on modern maps produced by Japan during their colonization of Korea,
few studies have been done on the maps made in Korea during the
modern period.

This study is based on the maps, included in the official documents of
the Government General during the King Gojong period, at the
Kyujanggak Archives of Seoul National University. This study compares
two sets of Maps — maps, which were produced as more modern map
making techniques were being newly introduced into Korea, and maps
produced prior to the King Gojong period with emphasis being given to
general features of the maps, content, and geographical expressions.

There were 330 maps reviewed for this study: general features such
as paper, size, binding and geographical expressions (for example scale,
compass direction, reign titles, color, legend and others). This study also
examined the spatial changes following modernization projects since the
port opening and the invasions of foreign imperialist Powers. As a
result, this study came to the following conclusions:

First, according to the bindings, maps can be divided into bound maps
and unbound sheets of maps supplementing documents. The unbound
sheets of maps both with and without documents shows the interests of
people who have perused the materials on treaty and agreement with
foreign countries, domestic landscape survey, national defense.

Second, the most researched maps were Korean papers from the
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government. Sometimes they included some of maps made by the civil's
appeals foreign countries, exchanges with other countries must have
increased since the port opening,

Third, according to skills to make and qualities to use, maps of
Korean papers in the King Gojong's reign can be classified into
traditional ones, surveyed ones, and ones which made with other
countries.

Fourth, in the early part of King Gojong’s reign, the majority of the
maps were of Incheon of Gyeonggi-do province as it was an economic
and cultural hub during the port opening period. However, in the process
of time Busan, a port close to Japan, and the Capital city Hanseong (old
name for Seoul) emerged as cities of attention.

Fifth, many of the maps included in the official documents during the
King Gojong period were produced based on actual surveys of Seoul and
the Mil-yang regions to examine government-owned land and houses.

Sixth, the maps in the old documents during King Gojong’s period are
valuable references carrying rich information as to King Gojong’s
modernization policies and the activities of imperialist foreign powers
aggressive behavior into Korea. They show King Gojong encouraged
the construction of transportation+ communications-postal service
facilities, and made an effort to have a closeto -reality record of the
property of the Imperial Household. The Maps also show the rivalries
among Russia, Qing China, Japan, England, America, and France over
vested rights for fishing and coal mining in Korea; leased territory,
foreign concession (international settlements, restricted districts for

foreigners in open port regions and Hanseong (old name of Seoul)
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provides evidence of the practice of land leasing and when it was first
introduced to Korea; extensive spatial changes took place with
legations established in Hanseong and modern buildings built all over
Korea.

While this study did some reviews on the characteristics and content
of the maps produced by the government during the reign of King
Gojong, it 1s found that further studies are needed as to changes In
map making techniques and content analysis of the maps produced in
Korea during Korea's modern period. It will provide us with an
enhanced understanding of the Joseon society and spatial changes from

the port opening period to the beginning of the Japanese colonization.
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